
Spring 2016
Calendar

January 19
First Class Day

March 14 – 19
Spring Break

April 16
68th Annual Honors Day 

April 8-16
Foot in the Door presents: 
The Bakkhai 

April 15-23
Foot in the Door’s presents: 
A Servant of Two Masters

April 18-29
Registration for Summer & 
Fall

May 6
Last Class Day

May 9-10
No Class Days 

May 11-17
Final Examinations

May 20-21
College Graduation  
Ceremonies

May 20
LAH Graduation 
Reception in FAC, follow-
ing the college ceremony 

       The last weeks of the spring semes-
ter are a joyous time in the LAH Of-
fice as we hear news about our LAH 
students putting their liberal educa-
tions to work.   Juliette has secured 
a position with Expero Inc., Allison 
with the Gerson Lehrman Group, and 
Lucas with NewCourtland Senior 
Services in Philadelphia.  Will is off 
to work with Dell, Robby with Ernst 
& Young.  Austin will be interning 
this summer with Goldman Sachs 
in New York, Kaitlin with The San 
Antonio Express, and Zachary  with 
the United States Embassy in Lima, 

Peru.  Our students, while excelling 
in the classroom—of our current 482 LAH students, 75% have a 3.5 or higher 
GPA—are taking steps toward a life of meaningful work.  We help them in 
this quest beginning in the freshman year.  All LAH freshmen register with the 
Liberal Arts Career Services, all prepare professional résumés, all go through 
an exercise in which they apply for internships.  In our LAH 103H class, “The 
Idea of Civic Engagement,” all propose a way or ways to become involved in 
the volunteer community of Austin.  In fulfilling this assignment some, work-
ing in teams, become social entrepreneurs in our Envision Austin competition, 
each team of students fashioning proposals to improve civic life in Austin, 

From the Director’s Desk
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LAH providing a $1,000 in start up cost for the three 
most innovative, potentially most impactful ideas.  
For years I have been telling our LAH students 
that if they learn to write well, to organize material 
clearly and quickly, to research problems thoroughly 
and imaginatively, to dream in a foreign language, 
and add some quantitative skills in their quiver, 
they will be able to make a living.  Even better, with 
their knowledge of the human legacy and spirit as 
recorded in history, literature, and philosophy, they 
will thrive.  It turns out to be true.  This edition of 
the Newsletter gives you a glimpse of what some of 
our students are and will be doing as they put their 
liberal educations to work.  I welcome your com-
ments, suggestions, and questions (carver@austin.
utexas.edu).
                         ~~Larry

                     Reflections on the LAH Experience
   by LAH President and Graduating Senior, Haley Williams 

        I applied to LAH on somewhat of a whim, 
not  really sure how I felt about Honors in
college after taking challenging classes in high 
school. I still wasn’t sure about being in 
Honors when I started my freshman year, 
but after four years in this program, I know it was the 
best decision I could have made. 
Being in LAH has given me opportunities on this 
campus I didn’t even know were possible. I was able 
to take small classes with world renowned professors 
at the top of their field. 
It gave me access to advisers who helped my 
academic dreams turn into a reality.  It allowed me to 
design my own major under the Humanities Pro-

gram, to study what I truly cared about. Most importantly, LAH gave me a community of people to learn with 
and to be inspired by; a community of people who are going to change the world when they leave UT. 
     
          Haley will be enrolling in UT’s School of Social Work next year to receive her Master’s Degree. 

Congratulations to Linda Mayhew for winning the 
Liberal Arts Council’s Outstanding Advisor  Award 
for 2016. 



  The University of Texas Tower was lit or-
ange for this year’s presidential award winners, and 
among them was Liberal Arts Honors Program Di-
rector Larry Carver, who received the 2016 Civitatis 
Award for his dedicated, meritorious service to the 
university.

The Civitatis Award, established in 1997, rec-
ognizes dedicated, outstanding campus citizenship 
throughout a career of service at the university.  
Carver and electrical and computer engineering 
professor Dean Neikirk were selected by the Faculty 
Council Executive Committee and honored during 
a banquet hosted last month by the Office of the 
President.

Carver, an English professor, has taught at UT 
Austin since 1973 and began taking on administra-
tion roles in 1986 when he became special assistant 
to the Chancellor of the UT System, Dr. Hans Mark.  
He went on to become Associate Dean for Academic 
and Student Affairs in the College of Liberal Arts, a 
position he held for 12 years.  

In 2001, Carver was appointed Director of Liberal 
Arts Honors Program (LAH). His efforts are re-
flected in the 500 students enrolled in LAH, the top-
notch faculty he recruited, and the nearly $2 million 
in scholarships he raised for students in the program. 
He has been honored with several teaching awards, 
including the most prestigious student-generated 
award on campus, the Friar Centennial Teaching Fel-
lowship. 

“Larry’s strongest claim to a Civitatis Award, 
however, rests on extra-curricular tasks that he has 
taken up with no remuneration; tasks that are even 
more time consuming than his official responsibili-
ties, and which have brought inestimable prestige 
to the University as a whole, not just to the College 

of Liberal Arts,” read the nomination letter from 
Elizabeth Cullingford, Chair of the Department 
of English. Through his extra-curricular involve-
ments, Carver has become the college’s “schol-
arship czar,” Cullingford said, pointing out that 
Larry has mentored 11 Marshall scholars, six 
Rhodes scholars, 18 Truman scholars, and four 
Beinecke scholarship winners.

“His students may have strong academic back-
grounds and impressive writing skills, but their 
most impressive quality is that they are good 
citizens,” said alumnus Andrew Bowman in a 
statement included in the nomination letter. “Much 
of the good work his students have gone out in the 
world and achieved started with Dr. Carver.”

Article by Rachel Greiss
Photo by Brian Birzer 
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Larry Carver Receives Civitatis Award 
for Campus Citizenship



4 Spring 2016

Alumni Reflections: 
James Lamon 

Recently I was tearing through Quebec farm 
country in a 4x4. I needed to test a sled. A French-
Canadian monk had spooked my photographer, our 
daylight was fading, the fixer had disappeared after 
damning client feedback, and my crash test dummy 
co-pilot, Tom, was not helping with directions. And 
the horrible truth is that this ordeal became a piece 
of sponsored content on BuzzFeed. 

If you’re reading this it’s not too late. You can 
still move across the country, join an unknown in-
dustry, abandon your safety net, make new friends, 
and put your Liberal Arts Education to use in ways 
you never imagined. 

I am a “Lead Creative Producer” at BuzzFeed. 
This means I dream up ideas for web content, I sell 
those ideas to brands, and then I write and produce 
them. (That last part can be tricky; cf. Quebec, 
paragraph one.) I also attend loads of unsexy meet-
ings and conference calls. It’s like Mad Men but for 
millennials.

 I read about BuzzFeed’s Creative Department in 
a magazine (Print! How antiquated!). This was Aus-
tin circa 2013. I’d been cobbling together freelance 
writing gigs in a misguided attempt at financial inde-
pendence. The moment I read the article, I knew this 

was the job. A writing position built on multi-media 
generalism. It was perfect! What’s more: it was an 
advertising job, and I hated web advertising.

 Some good advice you’ve never been given: 
instead of trying to find a job you’ll like, pick an 
industry that’s evil and boring and then find a com-
pany changing that industry for the better. Apply 
there. Feeling righteous about your work is a power-
ful motivator.

 I networked into a warm intro at BuzzFeed, 
developed a portfolio, and applied. I made it to the 
third round of LA interviews then didn’t get a call 
back. Dark night of the soul. The next week, NYC 
called. “Sure, I can come to the office for an inter-
view,” I said. When I hung up, I bought a one-way 
ticket to NYC and started looking for apartments in 
Brooklyn. 

Here’s the thing that sucks: You and your skills 
are incipient. The raw stuff is there — you can think, 
you can write, you (sort of) know HTML. The chal-
lenge is to find a job on which you actually want to 
map your skills. 99% of jobs are dull. You need to 
find the one that sings. Believe me when I say you’re 
far more interesting to employers than the poor souls 
who studied communications. 

Practical advice it took me a year to learn: Austin 
is a small market. Your dream job likely exists in an-
other city. Think bigger and you’ll, literally, go far.

 The good news is you know how to research. As 
it turns out, roughly 100% of life is research. The 
people who get lucky are the informed people. Get 
ahead of the trends or discover small companies. 
Find the jobs that don’t exist yet. 

I’d been at BuzzFeed a few months when my 
Creative Director (who’s since left in disgrace) 
asked me to name my favorite philosopher. “Anaxi-
mander,” I said. That answer did not get me promot-
ed, but the look on his face was totally worth it.  

                    Lead Creative Producer, Buzzfeed
LAH Class of 2012

           Media Resources Officer, Humanities Texas 
LAH Class of 2014



Spring 2016 5

Alumni Reflections:  
Stephanie Donowho

When I describe my job to people who know 
what I studied in college, their eyes widen with ap-
preciation of my good fortune: “that sounds like the 
exact fit for you!” At UT, I double majored in Radio-
TV-Film and History with a minor in English; as 
the Media Resources Officer at Humanities Texas, I 
edit videos, photos, and web content for a non-profit 
dedicated to furthering the study of History and Eng-
lish all across the state. 

I’m thrilled to have a job that encourages life-
long learning for citizens across Texas, and one that 
encourages my own continued learning as well. 
Leaving the enriching world of the University to 
find yourself at a desk job for 40 hours a week can 
be daunting, but getting to edit the videos of lectures 
of renowned professors discussing their favorite 
topic in U. S. history or English literature is one of 
the best ways I can imagine spending eight hours at 
a desk. As a Liberal Arts Honors student, I had the 
opportunity to study broadly across many disciplines 
before selecting my History major. My familiarity 
with these topics gives me a sharp eye for produc-

ing content ready for a public audience through our 
website and YouTube channel.

When I started at UT, my main goal was to pursue 
a career in filmmaking through my Radio-TV-Film 
degree. During my junior year, I had landed the real 
deal: an editing internship with an award-winning, 
internationally-recognized filmmaker right here in 
Austin, working on his newest feature film. But the 
long nights in the editing bay weren’t cutting it for 
me. I longed to be immersed in the studies of my 
humanities classes—chief among them, the Shake-
speare at Winedale spring class. So when the sum-
mer rolled around, I made one of the more reckless 
choices I’ve ever made: I left the unpaid but pres-
tigious film internship, turned down another paid 
part-time job I’d secured for the summer, and went 
off to join Winedale’s summer program of studying 
and performing Shakespeare.

When I returned for my senior year, I knew that I 
still loved video editing, but not so single-mindedly 
that I could leave behind my passion for the humani-
ties. So I started the job search anew. One day I re-
ceived an email from a friend telling me about where 
she worked, and how a job had just opened up with 
an audiovisual component. She said it sounded like 
a perfect match for me, with my interests in history, 
English, and dramatic studies, and with my filmmak-
ing skills as well. The reason she knew me so well? 
We had just spent a summer together at Winedale.

So my tenuous, risky, no-guarantees-included 
advice is this: throw yourself into the work that 
you love during your time at this University. Grab 
onto the experiences that may not come your way 
again, the experiences that awaken your passion. 
The people that you meet through this work—fellow 
students, professors, members of the community—
will then see everything that you have to bring to 
the world, and can help you to find a place in it after 
graduation. I’m incredibly grateful to have found 
mine.

           Media Resources Officer, Humanities Texas 
LAH Class of 2014
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2016 Truman Scholarship Winner:
Zoraima  Pelaez

Congress created the Harry S. Truman Scholar-
ship Foundation in 1975 as the nation’s living memo-
rial to President Harry S. Truman. It has since become 
one of the most prestigious national scholarships in 
the United States, awarding students with a $30,000 
scholarship toward graduate school and the opportu-
nity to participate in professional development pro-
gramming to help prepare them for careers in public 
service leadership.

Pelaez was one of 54 college juniors nationwide 
selected by the Foundation out of a record 775 nomi-
nees. The organization seeks to identify and support 
the next generation of public 
service leaders based on career 
and graduate study interests, 
community service and aca-
demic records, as well as their 
potential as “change agents.” 
UT Austin has had 19 Truman 
scholars since 1993, ranking 
second among all public insti-
tutions.

“The Truman Scholars Pro-
gram seeks young people who 
are going to make significant 
contributions to improving the 
lives of others through public 
service,” said Larry Carver, di-
rector of the Liberal Arts Hon-
ors Program “It is looking for 
students who are gifted in the classroom but who also 
have a distinguished record of civic engagement, one 
presaging a promising future. Zoraima has that in 
spades.”

Pelaez is a first-generation American and the first 
in her family to attend college. She enrolled in beauty 
school after her high school graduation in 2006, fol-
lowing in her mother’s footsteps as a hairstylist. As 

she began to excel in her career as a hair and makeup 
artist specializing in weddings, Pelaez was inspired to 
return to school. She enrolled at Austin Community 
College, progressing from a part-time to full-time 
student while also working full time. While a student 
there, her passion for social activism was awakened 
and her dream of transferring to a four-year univer-
sity became an actively pursued goal.

“In 2013 I ended up at the Capitol for Wendy Da-
vis’ filibuster of HB2, a restrictive anti-abortion bill,” 
Pelaez said. “That night changed my life. I was over-
come by the fervor of democracy and a passion for 

defending women’s rights and there was no going 
back. The next day I applied for a fellowship with 
Battleground Texas (a Political Action Committee at-
tempting to make Texas a swing state) and set my 
sights on UT Austin.”

Pelaez transferred to UT Austin in spring 2015 
and was recruited by the Humanities Program in the 

A passion for learning and public service inspires the life and work of  Zoraima Pelaez, a Liberal Arts Honors and humani-
ties junior at UT Austin who was named a 2016 Truman Scholar.  Story by Emily Nielsen.   
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College of Liberal Arts. The honors program allows 
students to design their own 42-hour interdisciplinary 
major, culminating in a two-semester senior thesis. 
Pelaez’s contract emphasizes public policy, commu-
nication studies and women’s rights. Carver, who is 
also the director of the Humanities Program, calls it 
one of the best he has ever seen.

“What impresses me about Zoraima as a student is 
her drive and steely determination,” said Carver. “She 
has worked hard to get to UT Austin, knows what a 
privilege it is to be here and wants to take advantage 
of every opportunity. She is doing just that, taking 
challenging classes, getting to know professors and 

meeting with me regularly to plot out the best path for 
her studies. She has a curiosity that I wish all students 
could have.”

The flexibility of the program along with its close-
knit community of students was important to have 
coming into UT Austin, said Pelaez.

“As a nontraditional student, I felt that the oppor-
tunity to create my own degree suited me perfectly,” 
Pelaez said. “I wanted my college experience to re-
flect the person I am. My studies in the humanities 
constantly reinforce the work I am passionate about 
and the change I wish to create in my community.”

Palaez is actively involved on campus outside of 
her courses. She is president of UT Austin’s chapter 
of the Texas Freedom Network, a member of the in-
dependent research program Junior Fellows, and an 
undergraduate assistant for the Texas Policy Evalua-
tion Project, which assesses the impact of reproduc-
tive health legislation. She was also recently selected 
for UT Austin’s Archer Fellowship Program, which 
sends students to study and intern in Washington, 
D.C., for a full semester.

She also volunteers for a variety of community or-

ganizations. In addition to her fellowship with Battle-
ground Texas, she volunteered for Wendy Davis’ gu-
bernatorial campaign, canvassed to elect Brigid Shea 
as Travis County Commissioner, volunteered with 
Pro-Choice Texas and had an internship with Project 
Vote Smart. On the childhood education front, she has 
worked with Austin Partners in Education, Christian 
Outreach Foundation, and United Way for a Greater 
Austin’s Young Leader’s Society.

This passion for public service was ignited by a 
personal tragedy, the death of her best friend, Jony-
rose Filip, from sepsis.

“After Jonyrose’s passing, her sister and I orga-
nized a tribute and fundraiser for the Sepsis Alliance 
in order to raise awareness of this silent and deadly 
condition,” Pelaez said. “Although her loss was tre-
mendous, it was somewhat eased by the realization 
that we could help others through our actions.”

Pelaez will continue her drive for social change 
by attending law school following graduation, where 
the funds and prestige of the Truman Scholarship will 
greatly aid her. She plans on applying to The Univer-
sity of Texas Law School, as well as Harvard, Yale, 
Stanford, Berkeley and George Washington Univer-
sity.

“In addition to having a very substantial financial 
weight lifted off my shoulders, I get to be a part of 
a very special community,” Pelaez said. “Truman 
scholars are doing amazing things in their respected 
fields and I am now a part of that network of individu-
als. As someone who never expected to even attend 
college, winning the Truman scholarship has embold-
ened me to continue my work fighting for the rights 
of others, so that they too may be able to overcome 
barriers to their success, however they so choose to 
define it. 

“As I said in my Truman application, although I 
may have gotten a late start, I’ve never been more 
dedicated or sure about my future, and I will work 
tirelessly to give others opportunities that I have had.” 

~~~

“I wanted my college experience 
to reflect the student I am.”



Summer 2016 Plans: 
Travel, Internships, 

 & Study Abroad
Andrew Avondet (2018)                       
I was fortunate enough to be select-
ed as an intern for CBRE, one of 
the biggest real estate investment 
firms in the world. Their Austin of-
fice serves some of the city’s most 
prominent companies in commer-
cial real-estate. 

Ryan Bullard (2017)                                                                                                                   
Humanities: Political Strategies 
& Government. I’ll be interning 
in DC for the House Republican 
Policy Committee in Speaker Ry-
an’s offices! I’ll be doing research 
on policy proposals to consolidate 
political support for the House 
agenda (taking complicated policy 
papers and turning them into politi-
cal sound bites, building coalitions, 
etc.).

David Dam (2019)                   
Linguistics and Spanish. I will be 
an intern at the Rapoport Center for 
Human Rights and Justice. 

Ashley Choi (2017)                            
International Relations/Arabic. I 
have accepted a summer intern-
ship at the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, 
Korea. I will be working as an in-
tern in the Cultural Liaison Office 
(CLO) for the entire summer.

Clara Duffy (2018)                  
This summer I’ll be studying 
abroad in Santander, Spain.

Patrick Golden (2018)          
Government & Religious Studies.  
I will be biking 4500 miles from 
Austin, Texas to Anchorage, Alaska 
as a member of the 2016 Texas 
4000 team to raise money to fight 
cancer. 

John Grewell (2017)               
Humanities. I will be studying 
abroad in Prague, Czech Republic, 
learning about Documentary Pho-
tography Storytelling and practic-
ing some of my first-year Czech.

Quimberly Jasso (2019)         
International Relations and Global 
Studies. I will be interning intern 
with Breakthrough Silicon Valley 
in San Jose, California (teaching 
middle-schoolers), followed by a 
service trip to Guatemala with the 

Hamilton Scholars to assist with 
local development projects.  

Victor Martin (2016)                     
Middle Eastern Languages & 
Culture. This summer I’ll be work-
ing at J.J. Pickle Elementary in an 
after-school program, then headed 
to Boston in July for an internship 
with a community center helping 
with arts & language instruction. 

Elizabeth Mayes (2018)        
Humanities. I will spend eight 
weeks in Brighton, England study-
ing business and leadership.

Marlene Renz (2017)           
English and History. I’m continu-
ing to study abroad and travel in 
Australia and New Zealand.

Austin Rodriguez (2018)      
Government. I’m working for 
Goldman Sachs in their operations 
division in New York City.

Scholarships are available for Liberal Arts Honors students planning to 
study abroad in the Spring 2017 semester. Students must plan on studying 
a foreign language while abroad in order to be eligible for funding. Apply 
online: http://utdirect.utexas.edu/student/abroad/globalassist.WBX

LAH Study Abroad  
Scholarships

8 Spring 2016
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Bahar Sahami (2018)           
Government/International Rela-
tions and Global Studies. Over the 
summer I’ll be studying abroad 
in Barcelona, taking government 
courses and improving my Spanish 
language skills.

Sandy Schwalen (2018)             
German/International Relations 
and Global studies.  I’ll be study-
ing abroad in fall 2016 with the UT 
in Paris program.

Rachel Sowell (2019),             
International Relations and Global 
Studies. I’ll be interning with the 
Law Enforcement Defense Divi-
sion at the Office of the Attorney 
General. 

Katie Van Dyke (2017)          
Humanities/Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies. I’ll be a Web Analyst intern 
with the Online Experience Mar-
keting Team at NXP Semiconduc-
tors. 

Meredith Weaver (2018)       
Economics and English. I’m study-
ing abroad in Barcelona, Spain. 
I’m excited to be immersed in the 
Spanish culture and to gain a more 
intimate understanding of how oth-
ers live around the world.

Eric Wise (2019)                    
Government. I will attend the Uni-
versity of Chicago’s summer Urban 
Studies program.

      Future Wise Wander Alina Tonu plans to travel to Cambodia & Thailand. 

Wise Wanderer Awards 
      Wise Wanderer Scholarships 
support LAH students as they 
travel the world to enrich their 
academic studies at UT.  Wise 
Wanderers design their own 
unique travel experience tailored 
to their academic studies and 
intellectual interests. 
      These scholarships provide 
Liberal Arts Honors students 
with the opportunity to explore 
other countries and cultures in 
ways that may not fit the tradi-
tional study abroad experience 
available to undergraduates. 
     This year, the three winners 
are Anton Ermakov, Helen Hes-
ton, and Alina Tonu. 
     Anton will travel to Norway 
to hike the Pilgrim’s Route, a 
medieval pilgrim’s path that runs 
over 400 miles from Olso to

Trondheim, to deepen his 
knowledge of Nordic culture 
and enhance his Sweedish 
speaking skills. 
   Helen will stay with a fam-
ily in Egypt to celebrate Ra-
madan and learn more about 
Islamic religion and culture 
to supplement her studies in 
the Arabic Flagship Program. 
     Alina will travel through-
out Thailand and Cambodia. 
She will be volunteering at a 
child center near the village 
of Siem Reap in Cambodia 
as an English teacher. She 
will also visit various cultur-
al preservation projects that 
empower their surrounding 
communities, studying the 
process of how NGOs and 
villages work together. 



Angie Acquatella will attend Harvard University in the fall, 
where she will begin her PhD in Economics.
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2016 Deans Distinguished Graduate
Angie Acquatella 

Angie is an economics honors student with an additional major in mathematics. As an undergraduate, Angie 
served at the White House Council of Economic Advisers for President Obama. Here at UT, she worked as a 
Research Assistant for Professor Mike Findley on development aid; their research was presented at the 2015 
American Political Science Association conference. Angie served on the College’s Tuition Advisory Commit-
tee and was Student Affairs Chair on the Liberal Arts Council. Angie was a 2015 Rhodes Scholarship finalist 
and one of 31 recipients of the National Science Foundation Grant for graduate study in Economics. This fall, 
Angie will attend Harvard Univeristy for her Ph.D. in Economics. 

     Congratulations to all of the scholars assembled. 
And congratulations, parents! You are doing things 
right! I am humbled to be a part of this UT tradition 
that celebrates our best and brightest students.
     Today, I want to share with you something that 
Dean Musick, the Student Affairs Dean for Liberal 
Arts, told my class back in our Gone to Texas wel-
come night four years ago. He talked to us about what 
it meant to be a Longhorn; that Longhorns are there 
to watch out for each other. He emphasized that UT 
was a community and he encouraged us to join in this 
reciprocal wheel of kindness. 
     What I took from that speech was that I needed to 
make an effort to engage with my peers and fellow 
classmates. So after Gone to Texas, I challenged my-
self to talk to strangers and listen to their stories, and 
I learned so much from other Longhorns. 
     I met students who shared with me their dreams 
to go enact climate change policy in Egypt, or build 
an app to make the Franklin’s barbeque line shorter. 
I met students who told me about their struggles with 
depression, or Post-traumatic Stress Disorder, and 
what that meant when they were taking 15 hours. 
     Thankfully, UT equips us with resources such as 
outstanding faculty, research labs, office hours, which 
are there to help us to succeed academically. And I 
think it is safe to say all of us here have taken advan-
tage of those resources. But UT’s richest resource 
might just be the people who surround us every day.  
     As I listened to people’s stories, I learned that 
maybe     changing the world does not have to wait 
until we write legislation, or when engineers finish 
that construction outside McCombs–although that 
would be pretty life changing.

     Maybe changing the world starts small. Right 
here. Right now. When we take time to connect 
with the people around us. Like asking a new class-
mate what they thought about yesterday’s lecture. 
Or greeting the E-bus driver on a Friday night. 
     By paving way for these conversations, engaging 
with those around us, and being fully present, we 
change the world a tiny bit every day.  
     To conclude, I want to encourage all of you to 
go out and try a little experiment. Next week, when 
you go to class, sit by someone you’ve never talked 
to, and see if you can find out what gets them out of 
bed in the morning. Who knows? You might learn 
something surprising. You might be inspired to 
come up with your million-dollar idea. You might 
make a new friend. I encourage you to go find out.

Angie’s Honors Day Address at the 68th Annual University Honors Day Ceremony
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National Scholarship & Fellowship
Award Winners  

Anastasia Bradatan, Boren Scholarship 
Anastasia Bradatan won a Boren Scholarship to study Hindi and Urdu in India for 
the 2016-2017 academic year. She will attend AIIS in Jaipur and Lucknow.  Only 
165 undergraduate students nation-wide were selected for the fellowship. David L. 
Boren Scholarships and Fellowships are sponsored by the National Security Edu-
cation Program (NSEP), a major federal initiative designed to build a broader and 
more qualified pool of U.S. citizens with foreign language and international skills. 
Boren Awards provide U.S. undergraduate and graduate students with resources and 
encouragement to acquire language skills and experience in countries critical to the 
future security and stability of our nation. In exchange for funding, Boren award 
recipients agree to work in the federal government for a period of at least one year. 
“The National Security Education Program,” according to Dr. Michael A. Nugent, 
NSEP Director, “is helping change the U.S. higher education system and the way 
Americans approach the study of foreign languages and cultures.”  

Carlos Salamanca, Mellon Mays Fellowship
The Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship program is an initiative 
that aims to increase the presence of people of color in the Academy by 
supporting undergraduate students of color in their independent research 
initiatives. With the $15,000 award, Carlos will be conducting archival 
and ethnographic research regarding theater and culture in Ciudad Juárez, 
Mexico in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Dr. Hector Domínguez-Ruval-
caba, Associate Professor in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, 
will assist Carlos in his research.

Alex Wendland, Fulbright Scholarship 
Alex, a History and Middle Eastern Studies major, will be an Fulbright 
English Teaching Assistant in Turkey next year. The Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program provides grants for individually designed study/research projects 
or for English Teaching Assistant Programs. During their grants, Fulbright-
ers will meet, work, live with and learn from the people of the host country, 
sharing daily experiences.  The program facilitates cultural exchange through 
direct interaction on an individual basis in the classroom, field, home, and in 
routine tasks, allowing the grantee to gain an appreciation of others’ view-
points and beliefs, the way they do things, and the way they think. 



Postgraduation Plans: 
Class of 2016

Meagan Abel (Honors Govern-
ment; English; Linguistics) After 
graduation, I will be enrolling in a 
PhD program in Criminal Justice at 
Michigan State University.

Rachel Abbott (English, Creative 
Writing) After a few weeks abroad 
with my mother, I’ll be doing social 
media marketing and blogging for 
Launch Marketing. I plan to pursue 
creative writing independently for a 
few years until enrolling in an MFA 
program for graduate school. 

Robby Bennet-Benge (Econom-
ics/Business--Corporate Finance) 
I’ll be working in the tax depart-
ment at Ernst & Young, LLP, a fi-
nancial services company with rev-
enues close to 30 billion dollars, in 
Dallas. 

Charley Binkow (History) I’ll be 
attending Boston University to get 
my PhD in History.

Jason Brown (Psychology) I have 
a job at Austin Technology Incuba-
tor working with student startups, 
and I am also working on a grant to 
develop an app to help people quit 
smoking.  

Maliha Malazar (International 
Business/Government) I’ll be work-
ing as an Associate Consultant with 
Allegro Commodity Management 
in Dallas, TX. 

Emily Finkelstine (IRG and 
Asian Cultures & Languages: Chi-
nese) I will be moving to Tainan, 

Taiwan to be a full-time Chinese 
language student for one year as a 
recipient of the Huayu Enrichment 
Scholarship.

Ryan Frankel (Government) I 
will be attending UT Law. This 
summer, I will be interning with a 
newly sworn in Federal Magistrate, 
Judge Dena Palermo, in Houston.

Alex Gaudio  (Government/Reli-
gious Studies) I am currently work-
ing on the Congressional campaign 
of Erin Schrode for California’s 2nd 
Congressional district and will con-
tinue to work on that after gradua-
tion. 

Alexandre Ghadially (Business 
Honors Program/Humanities) I’ll 
be working with McKinsey Con-
sulting in Houston, Texas. 

Rachel Madeline Goldfarb (Psy-
chology) I’ll be taking a gap year, 
teaching Kindergarten at IDEA 
Public School while applying to 
medical school. 

Alyssa Marie Hernandez (Psy-
chology/Biology major) I’ll be a 
research assistant in the Develop-
mental Cognitive Neuroscience Lab 
over the summer.  In August, I leave 
for Chile to teach English to school 
children. Upon my return I will ap-
ply for graduate school in a clinical 
neuropsychology program.

Jenna Jones (Psychology major) I 
will be working for AmeriCorps in 
San Antonio with City Year, a non-
profit organization that helps at-risk 
students stay on track to graduate. 

Humanities Program Director Linda Mayhew with Humanities graduating seniors Hal-
ey Williams, Maureen Clark, Kassi Gonzalez, Hannah Shepherd, Imogen Sealy, and 
Quinn Gifford at the Humanities Thesis Symposium. 
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Elan Kogutt  (Humanities Hon-
ors: Leadership in Business and 
Society) After graduation, I will be 
working for Accenture as a manage-
ment consultant in New York City.

Olivia Lee (Psychology) I will be 
joining  Teach for America, teach-
ing high school English in South 
Carolina.   

Samantha Meyer (Psychology)
I’ll be biking from Austin to Alaska 
as part of the Texas 4000 campaign 
to raise money for cancer research. 
Then attending UT in the fall for a 
Masters in Higher Education Coun-
seling. 

Brandon Mond (Government) I 
graduated a semester early after at-
tending the Archer Program. I’ll be 
working as a political consultant in 
Washington, D.C.

Christle Nwora (Humanities) I’ll 
be going to UT’s McGovern Medi-
cal School in Houston.

Parkes Ousley (Humanities) Af-
ter graduation, I’ll be working 
full-time for the Episcopal Service 
Corps in LA, a non-profit service 
organization. I’ll be living inten-
tionally, partnering with a church, 
and serving people in the same 
neighborhood where I live. 

Imogen Sealy (Humanities) I’m 
going to law school at the Univer-
isty of Southern California’s Gould 
Law School. 

Hannah Shepherd (Humanities) 
I’ll be going to graduate school here 
at UT Austin for my Masters in Ed-
ucation. 

Claire Taylor (Psychology) I will 
pursue an M.Ed. in Human Devel-

opment Counseling at Vanderbilt 
University’s Peabody College of 
Education and Human Develop-
ment.
 
Alex Wendland (History and 
Middle Eastern Studies) I will be 
a Fulbright English Teaching As-
sistant in Turkey for the 2016-2017 
academic year.

Dominica Whitesell (Humani-
ties) I’ll be going to graduate school 
here at UT for a PhD in Geography.

Haley Williams (Psychology, 
History, and Humanities) I’ll be 
staying here on the 40 Acres in the 
School of Social Work to receive 
my Master’s Degree. 

Michelle Willoughby (Govern-
ment) After graduation I’m headed 
to Houston to work for an IT re-
cruiting firm, Connective Talent.  

Hook em! Graduating seniors 
Haley Williams (above) and     
Michelle Willoughby (below) 

LAH Alumni Network
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Please keep in touch with us by joining the LAH Alumni 
Facebook group (LAH Alumni) and the LinkedIn Group 
(Liberal Arts Honors-UT Austin). You can also send up-
dates for future newsletters to Julie Casey at jcasey@
austin.utexas.edu. We’d love to hear from you! 



Upon graduation, I confronted the anxiety of “what 
next.” I opted out of Peace Corps, and academia 
seemed unappealing. Instead, I took a job in college 
admissions, then completed a Fulbright grant teach-
ing in Malaysia. I soon realized I don’t do well in 
structured environments; I had developed a love for 
travel and longed to be overseas. 
     So in early 2015, I booked a one-way ticket to 
a friend’s wedding in Cancun, Mexico. After cel-
ebrating spring break for three weeks, I continued 
traveling through Central America before moving to 
Europe and Morocco. This year, I have been explor-
ing Southern Africa. 
     Along the way, I plunged into self-employment 
by launching my own business (www.texadmis-
sions.com) specializing in undergraduate admissions 
to UT. It wasn’t enough for me to start a business. 
I wanted to do it on my terms – abroad, without 
a smartphone, no close-toed shoes, and a 40-liter 
backpack.
     Now that I travel the world, I wake up each day 
rarely knowing how it might unfold. I have come 
to realize that the best education happens outside of 
the classroom. I see entrepreneurship as a form of 
creative expression and a natural extension of the 
skills that made me a successful student, admissions 
counselor, and teacher.
     I regularly receive interview requests for popular 
publications like VICE and Cracked. I find that out-
side of formal systems, I have a much larger impact 
on the world like building the community www.
reddit.com/r/applyingtocollege. I write over 10,000 
words in essays and journals monthly. 
     I choose this life because it is the most difficult 
journey I can imagine. There are no predefined 
paths. My life is as raw and isolating as it is pur-
poseful and adventurous. Innovation happens from 
creators, not those who follow the steps of others. In 
short, I am solely responsible for inscribing meaning 
on an otherwise blank tablet – the classic existential 
challenge.

As our boat glided towards a seal breeding colony 
in Mossel Bay, South Africa, I recalled cage div-
ing with great white sharks the previous day. I was 
assisting Ralph, a doctoral candidate from the Neth-
erlands, on a SCUBA dive to retrieve an electronic 
receiver on the ocean floor in shark-infested waters. 
Full of self-doubt, I tightened my grip on the spear 
gun in my right hand, wondering “How in the hell 
did I get myself into this one?”
     I had come a long ways since timidly walk-
ing into my first meeting for perspective Humani-
ties students. Listening to such an accomplished 
and inspiring group of seniors, I didn’t feel like I 
belonged. Like most freshman, I was full of ideas 
and energy yet little direction.  I didn’t have a neat, 
compact answer to “So what do you do with that?” 
or even “What do you study?” It never bothered me. 
I followed my passion, and I couldn’t have imagined 
doing anything else.
     As an LAH student, I pieced together a person-
ally-tailored comparative genocide studies curricu-
lum through Government, History, Humanities, and 
Bridging Disciplines. I dove into human rights work 
alongside genocide survivors in Bosnia and Rwanda. 
I later published a portion of my 160-page thesis in 
the Undergraduate Research Journal.
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Alumni Reflections: 
Kevin Martin 

           Entrepreneur, LAH Class of 2011
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Alumni Reflections: 
Kelsi Tyler 

Coordinator of Public Programs, Humanities Texas
LAH Class of 2013

    In the spring of 2013, as graduation loomed, there were 
three words that struck fear into my soul: "So, what's 
next?" My involuntary response was usually some sort of 
choke-sob accompanied by crazy eyes. I envied my class-
mates who had lined up law school or Teach For America, 
even though I knew those options weren't right for me. So 
I got kicked out of the cozy cocoon of university, prepared 
for months of unemployment and arduous job-hunting. 
     Mere days after striking out on my own, however, I 
received a phone call from a non-profit called Humanities 
Texas asking me to come interview for an open position. 
I agreed immediately, despite knowing nothing about the 
organization. I soon found out that Humanities Texas is the 
state affiliate for the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties. As the state humanities council, Humanities Texas 
conducts and supports programs in the liberal arts disci-
plines across the state. It sounded like a pretty sweet gig 
for this LAH grad, and I signed on with them in October 
2013.
     As Coordinator of Public Programs, my primary focus 
is developing and executing—you guessed it—public pro-
grams. Last year, for instance, I helped write a grant to se-
cure funding for a series of public forums to be held across 
the state, each focusing on a different pivotal U.S. presi-
dential election and its contemporary significance. Pivotal 
U.S. Elections, Then and Now kicked off with an inaugural 
forum in Austin in April. Participating in the development 
of this program, from "hey this might be a cool idea" to the 
completion of the inaugural forum, has been such a chal-
lenging, rewarding experience. 
     I also serve as the lead editor of Humanities Texas's 
monthly e-newsletter. One of my favorite assignments 
for the newsletter was a piece for the fiftieth anniversary 
of JFK's assassination. I spent weeks in the LBJ Library 
archives, reading first-hand accounts from witnesses and 
editing excerpts together to form a cohesive narrative of 
the tragedy. I am currently working on an oral history of 
the Shakespeare at Winedale Program, which I participated 
in twice as a student at UT. I use my English and Rhetoric 

education every day.
     Humanities Texas conducts a number of 
other programs statewide. One of my favorites 
is our teacher professional development train-
ing workshops, which offer K–12 teachers the 
opportunity to learn from leading scholars in 
various fields, from the Civil War to Shake-
speare to twentieth-century Texas history. I 
have served as lead coordinator for several of 
these workshops, and I credit my time as pro-
ducer of Foot in the Door for helping me hone 
my event planning skills that I use so frequently 
in my job.
     So, to any graduating seniors who panic 
when asked about future plans, you’re going to 
figure it out. There are so many opportunities 
out there for you to discover, and your experi-
ence at UT will serve you well.  Trust in your 
education, trust in yourself, and above all, trust 
in Pinto.



Pinto Carver Essay by Anton Ermakov

Reckless Imaginations and 
Dashed Dreams 

Imagination is an important ingredient in the 
mess of fact and myth that passes for history of 
discovery in mass culture. In this peculiar kind 
of history Archimedes makes his discovery in a 
bath tub, Isaac Newton imagines gravity after a 
fortunate accident involving a falling apple, and 
Dmitry Mendeleev sees the draft of the periodic 
table in a dream. While these stories are enter-
taining (and almost entirely fictitious), they fail 
to mention the sheer amount of knowledge and 
learning it took for those bright minds to even 
understand the discoveries that propelled them 
to lasting fame. The men who are credited with 
pushing science forward with their immense 
imaginations were trained to discern the patterns 
which they formulated into theories. Imagina-
tion was certainly a part of their ability to exam-
ine and explain natural processes, but acquired 
knowledge was the tool that allowed them to 
look closer and see things that were hidden from 
others. Some of those others tried to pave their 
own path to discovery, armed with imagination 
and some rudimentary knowledge. Their stories 
show exactly how far one can go without a solid 
foundation of learning.

The life of Eilmer, a learned monk from the 
abbey of Malmesbury, would be unremarkable 
if not for his unusual passion and his boldness 
in realizing it. Observing birds and reading the 
tale of Daedalus’ flight filled the young monk’s 
mind with dreams of flight and his imagination 
challenged him to realize these dreams. One day, 
Eilmer decided to prove the possibility of human 

flight with a practical demonstration. With arti-
ficial wings attached to his limbs, Eilmer leaped 
from the tower of his abbey and attempted to 
float to the ground. The attempt showed some 
promise but the violent wind and the monk’s 
sudden lack of composure delivered an abrupt 
end to the flight. Eilmer’s dreams of soaring cost 
him two broken limbs and a lifelong limp . 

While the story of this unfortunate attempt at 
manned flight was certainly tragic for Eilmer, 
it is also an excellent cautionary tale on the 
consequences of one’s imagination outgrowing 
his practical knowledge. This story could have 
turned out very differently had the monk lived 
not in 11th century C.E. but several centuries 
later. Eilmer’s excellent imagination is evident 
in his decision to model his design on birds’ 
wings and his faith in Aesop’s reliability. What 
the unlucky aviator lacked, however, were cru-
cial details such as a healthy dose of skepticism 
about the validity of ancient Greek tales, a basic 
knowledge of aerodynamics, and a wealth of 
experience built on previous unsuccessful tests. 
These things came much later and led the hu-
manity to a golden age of flight. 
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He had by some contrivance fastened wings
to his hands and feet, in order that, looking

upon the fable as true, he might fly like
Daedalus…

William of  Malmesbury, Gesta Regum Anglorum,
trans. J. A. Giles



Eilmer’s story is much more than a milestone 
in the history of technological progress. Its por-
trayal of a man doomed to failure by a simple 
circumstance of not having access to reliable in-
formation challenges the supremacy of imagina-
tion as it is posited by Einstein. While it can be 
tempting to dismiss the entire idea of knowledge 
as something subjective and based solely on hu-
man preconceptions, the usefulness of pre-estab-
lished facts 
becomes 
apparent 
whenever 
someone like Eilmer takes a wild stab at a new 
idea and fails miserably. Furthermore, relying 
on imagination with limited knowledge can be 
counterproductive and even dangerous. One 
would only have to look at the many explana-
tions of mass epidemics that preceded germ 
theory to see how basing practical solutions on 
observations without context can lead to tens of 
thousands of deaths.

That being said, it is worth mentioning that 
knowledge as we know it could only be accu-
mulated with a great deal of imagination. Some 
faulty ideas born in imaginations running wild 
were written down and passed into the realm of 
mainstream knowledge. At that point, it took a 
bit of rogue thinking to unseat them and provide 
new explanations. For instance, challenging 
mainstream theology was crucial for the major 
intellectual shift that compelled medieval Euro-
peans to examine their surroundings and search 
for natural patterns instead of seeing the will of 
God in every natural phenomenon. What makes 
the difference in such cases is the reliance of the 
new ideas on testable principles in addition to 
the force of their author’s imagination. Thus, the 
best model for the relationship of imagination 
and knowledge is one of a chain reaction rather 
than a competition. The role of imagination is 
to establish a new intellectual frontier and en-
courage the pursuit of possibilities within that 
frontier. Once the new edge of progress is estab-
lished, knowledge yields reliable results through 
a long and carefully documented process of trial 
and error and provides reasonable boundaries 
for imagination to prevent catastrophes. 

In a perfect world of carefully considered in-
tellectual discourse both knowledge and imagi-

nation would be given their due for their role in 
improving lives and making sense of the world. 
Instead, the idea of formal knowledge and a sup-
posedly inherent power of imagination are pitted 
against each other in a false dichotomy. Ein-
stein’s critique of the value of knowledge should 
not be seen as an excuse for a lack of passion for 
learning but rather as a proposal for abandoning 
the idea of knowledge as a value in a vacuum. 

Instead, knowledge can 
be seen as a focusing 

tool that guides imagination toward productiv-
ity. While Eilmer of Malmesbury might not have 
had the benefit of knowing why his idea was 
doomed from the moment he conceived it, many 
of those who followed with their own failed 
experiments would benefit from partaking of the 
available knowledge and tempering their imagi-
nations. If the practice of valuing knowledge 
were more apparent to those who chose to brave 
the edges of human capabilities there would be 
fewer ridiculous theories, mangled limbs, and 
shattered dreams.

“Knowledge can be seen as a focusing tool 
that guides imagination...”
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2016 Pinto Carver Scholarship Winners 
First Place: Anton Ermakov 

Second Place: Ciara McDaniel 
Third Place: Greta Unger 
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Envision Austin: 
Social Innovation Challenge

The LAH-sponsored social innovation challenge, Envision Austin, encourages students to find innoative solutions to social 
problems in the community. Winners of the challenge are awareded at $1,000 grant so they can move forward with their 
projects. This year’s winners include a project to raise awareness and undersanding of homeless people in Austin to improve 
services to help them, and two tutoring projects that pair UT student volunteers with high-school and middle-school students 
in underserved schools. Envision Austin will mentor these groups as they begin to implement their projects. 

AHM:  The Austin Homeless Memoirs (Benjamin Gerzik, William Johnson, 
Max Westerberg, and Mary Heck ) Our primary mission is to create a dialogue 
between the UT Austin students and surrounding homeless populations.  Student 
volunteers will reach out to homeless people near campus and invite them to tell 
us their stories, in however much detail they wish, and we will then share those 
stories through our multi-media platform (much like the popular “Humans of New 
York” social media project, which was our inspiration). Volunteers will provide 
information to them about pre-existing resources for the homeless in Austin.  We 
want to offer insight to UT students about what the lives of their neighbors look 
like, and learn about the real causes of the homelessness epidemic in Austin. We 
believe that in order to solve a problem, you must first understand it. 

Momentum Scholars (Max Bernhardt, Angela Park, Luke Imperial, RJ 
Franzen and Sunay Nanavati)
Momentum Scholars is designed to foster a new generation of well-rounded 
student leaders. We will supply low-income middle-schools with willing and able 
volunteers to provide students with supplemental instruction in communication 
skills, notably writing, speech and debate. We will work within the pre-existing 
educational infrastructure, effectively filling gaps in status quo curriculums. To 
find volunteers, we will recruit from LAH, Plan II, English/Rhetoric, and other 
programs that are writing-intensive. If you are interested in Momentum Scholars, 
contact us at momentumscholarsut@gmail.com.

Austin Crescendo Project (Marianne Koleng, Alper Orkun, Vik Shirvaikar, 
Jared Lebrun, and Raza Retiwala) 
The Austin Crescendo Project is a music mentorship program designed to give 
low-income high school music students the opportunity to advance their music 
education through the means of free, volunteer-based private lessons. We will pair 
college students from the Longhorn Band, as well as the Butler School of Music, 
with high school students who could not otherwise afford private lessons. This 
program will not only allow high school students to improve their instrumental 
skills, but also give the college mentors a chance to practice the teaching skills 
that are vital to becoming a successful music educator. The goals of the Austin 
Crescendo Project are to sustain and advance music education in underserved high 
schools, create teaching opportunities for aspiring music educators to apply their 
knowledge, and establish greater bonds between the University of Texas at Austin 
and its surrounding community.



Students at Play: 
LAH Extracurriculars

Foot In The Door Theatre Troupe

LAH Music Ensemble: The Amorous Paulharmonic
The Amorous Paulharmonic is a group of mostly 

LAH students who were in orchestra, band, or choir 
in high school, but have not chosen music as their 
profession.  As an ensemble, we strive to not let 
that musical talent go to waste.  We play any music 

we can get our hands on, from Beatles to Bach.  So 
whether you play the tuba, bagpipes, or accordion, 
feel free to join our just-for-fun musical ensemble.

Foot in the Door is a student-run theatre troupe spon-
sored by LAH and open to any student at UT. All ex-
perience levels and areas of interest are welcome -- we 
pride ourselves on our high number of first-time actors 
and directors. In Foot in the Door, working hard and 
playing hard often coincide as we put together 1-3 full 
productions each semester.  

Auditions take place during the first few weeks of 
classes, and rehearsals continue throughout the semes-
ter. This spring, we produced  The Bakkhai, and A Ser-
vant of Two Masters, both performed outdoors in the 
Calhoun courtyard. 
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Liberal Arts Honors and Humanities Program
College of Liberal Arts Building CLA 2.104

305 East 23rd Street G6210
Austin, TX 78712

Phone: 512.471.3458 Fax: 512.232.2886
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/progs/lahonors/

This newsletter is distributed via our website in pdf form. 
Those interested in submitting work for the upcoming issue please contact

Julie Casey (jcasey@austin.utexas.edu) 

Echo
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Echo is the annual Liberal Arts Honors literary 
journal published in the spring semester.  The jour-
nal showcases student submissions of prose, poetry, 
and photography.  Drop by the LAH office to pick up 
your copy. To join the Echo editorial staff or to be put 
on the mailing list, please send an email to echolit-
mag@gmail.com.

Last year’s Envision Austin 
winner SEAL had a success-
ful first year, recruiting over 
50 volunteers to commit to 
once a week tutoring with their 
first-and second-grade reading 
buddies, working in five under-
served elementary schools in 
East Austin. To learn more 
about SEAL, visit their webiste 
at www.sealaustin.com. 

 Giving to Liberal Arts Honors 
Help Liberal Arts Honors students pursue academic research, study abroad opportunities, and 

unpaid internships. You may give to LAH online at 
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/progs/lahonors/giving/php

Of course we welcome the opportunity to meet with you and seek your guidance in assisting the 
college. If you would like to make a donation, please mail your pledge to: 

Kathleen Aronson, Director of Development and Alumni Relations
UT Austin, College of Liberal Arts

116 Inner Campus Drive, G6310, Austin, Texas 78712

Honors Day Luncheon 


