
Fall 2015
Calendar

August 26:
First Day of Classes

October 16-17:  
Family Weekend 

October 26: 
Spring Registration begins

November 3: 
Last day to withdraw or 
drop a class with approval

Mid-November (date TBA):
Foot in the Door Theater 
Productions,
“Joined at the Head”
              and 
“Comic Potential”

November 26:
Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 4:
Last Class Day 

December 6:
Fall Commencement 
Ceremonies 

December 7-8:
Dead Days

December 9-15:
Final Exams

December 16:
Residence Halls Close 

We hire ten LAH upper classmen to serve as Writing Fellows, to comment 
on the papers each week, what is good, what might need improvement.  LAH 
102H is the only one-hour, pass/fail class I know anywhere in which students 
write 30 to 40 pages.   In addition, all LAH students must take an LAH three-
hour writing class, and we advise them during their years on the Forty Acres to 
take as many substantial writing classes as they can.   Between semesters each 
year we also hold the Pinto Carver Writing Contest for all LAH students, with 
prizes of  $1,500, $1,000, and $500.  We urge our students to write, rewrite, 
and write some more in part for pragmatic reasons.  A few years ago, a Vice 
President of  the Dell Corporation visited my class on the “Rhetoric of  Great 
Speeches.”  She was seeking advice on Mr. Dell’s commencement speech to 
the University of  Texas.  “If  you know how to write well,” she told me, “you 
will be very happy at Dell and you will make money.”   Last week I received 
an e-mail from an LAH graduate announcing that he had completed his law 
degree and was taking a clerkship with a federal judge.  I wrote back congratu-
lating him; he replied:  “Thanks, Dr. Carver! I’ll never forget the foundation 
that LAH gave me -- especially with my writing skills, which were in sore need 
of  assistance entering college.  Speaking of  writing…I have a forthcoming 

“Write, rewrite, and write some more” 
has become the mantra of  LAH.  We put 
great weight on student essays when they 
apply, and at summer orientation we urge all 
to apply for one of  our fifteen $2,000 fresh-
men scholarships, the requirement:  write an 
essay.  We have scholarships for our sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors, the requirement 
again being an essay.  In LAH 102H, “The 
Idea of  the Liberal Arts,” which introduces 
our students to disciplines that make up the 
College, the freshmen write a two to three 
page paper each week.

From the Director’s Desk
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piece…in the Texas Law Review.”  The Director of  
Humanities Texas, who has in past two years hired 
four LAH students, tells me that he has done so in 
large part because they write so well.  Writing well 
does lead to success in the university—and beyond.  
That is good to know, but there is more.  Writing well 
enables us to make meaning clearer and truth more 
compelling.  It enables us, that is, to fulfill one of  the 
goals of  a liberal education:  to know oneself.  To use 
imprecise language or to place words in a sentence 
where they do not belong obscures meaning.  “It’s 
impossible,” as William Zinsser points out, “ for a 
muddy thinker to write good English.”  Muddy lan-
guage in turn leads to muddled thoughts.  We lose 
touch with the world; we lose touch with ourselves.  
Students who have mastered the art of  writing know 
how to organize arguments, support them with evi-
dence, and to think critically about the material, them-
selves, and their audiences.  Writing is, in short, the 
path to knowing the world and to knowing oneself, 
the most powerful knowledge any of  us can have.  I 
welcome your comments, suggestions, and questions 
(carver@austin.utexas.edu)

LAH First Year Scholarship Recipients
Madeleine Baughman 
Maxwell Bernhardt
Audrey Black 
Madeleine Brunk
Tiffany Huynh
Amy Jeans 
Jack Keyes 
Josephine Maclean
Ashleigh Pearce 
Hattie Powell
Abigail Price 
Caroline Rock 
Emily Saunders
Mason Tyler-Nyman 
Zoya Zia 

“Writing well enables us to make meaning clearer 

and truth more compelling.” 

Temple Scholarship 
Winner 2015 

Irene Gomez
Liberal Arts Honors Sophomore

Rhetoric & Writing Major 
from Wimberley High School,  

Wimberley, TX



Winning Essay by Madeline Baughman 
LAH First Year Scholarship

Last fall Scotland’s vote for a referendum of  
independence made national news, not just for their 
attempts of  autonomy, but also over the country’s 
controversial decision to allow 16 and 17 year olds 
to vote. Many believed that meer adolescents did not 
have the life experience or the education to make de-
cisions that would affect their nation. Although many 
disagreed, teenagers were seen at the polls on voting 
day.  This decision was made by the Scottish parlia-
ment based on the principles that in Scotland, sixteen 
year olds can get married (with parental consent), join 
the military, and take on many other adult decisions.  
Additionally, many of  these teenagers are more social-
ly and politically aware than some adults.  The deci-
sions made by votes towards or against independence 
would affect the younger generation, so logically they 
should be contributing to the outcome of  this na-
tional decision. Similar in concept to the controversy 
over Scotland’s young voting age, it can be debated 
that professors do not need to listen to those new to 
higher education based on their lack of  experience.  
This being said, I strongly believe that professors can 
benefit from listening to the insight, suggestions, and 
ideas of  young students.   Professors emphasize the 
concept of  learning from mistakes and critiquing our 
techniques through constructive criticism by digging 
deeper into our subjects and seeking new informa-
tion.  They work to benefit their students and create a 
more educated generation. Similar to the young vot-
ers taking charge of  their futures, my fellow students 
and I should be able to provide our educators with 
information to better our academic experience.

The University of  Texas at Austin is unique in its 
ability to service so many individuals from many dif-
ferent backgrounds.  Since I arrived at UT, less than a 
week ago, I have had numerous conversations where 
I have learned about people’s home-lives, families, 
and places of  origin.  I am proud to be in an environ-
ment where this type of  cultural and political variety 
is celebrated. My curiosity aside, this broad perspec-
tive has a lot to offer in a classroom setting and to 
our educators.  In US History, I (as a northern raised 
white female) may view a historical event very differ-
ently compared to someone sitting next to me who 
has different political values or family history.  It is 
my hope that professors will listen to my opinions 
and thoughts as I can compare and contrast this new 
content with other information that I have learned in 
school and from my community. I want them to give 

the same respect to my classmates.
Higher education is built so that students may 

reach beyond the teaching of  their professors and 
even develop or discover something completely un-
heard of.  This is why we offer research opportunities 
to the curious and innovative.  A chemistry student 
may extend upon her studies and discover new in-
formation about a disease or gene mutation. Engi-
neering students may invent or critique something to 
make it more functional or safe to the general pub-
lic. In requiring IRG students to travel abroad, the 
university is encouraging them to gain knowledge 
through experiences that can’t merely be offered on 
campus.  Professors have countless academic and life 
experiences that we, as students, should take advan-
tage of.  That being said, as students we have the 
power to explore and reach new heights in our fields 
of  study. For example, I have spent weeks overseas in 
Rwanda, Africa learning about post-genocide culture 
and using ethnography as a tool to accurately and un-
biasedly educate people back at home.  Through this 
experience I gained an awareness that not all my pro-
fessors may have.  With that in mind, I believe that 
some could gain from hearing my interpretations, in 
the same way that I may learn from theirs.  Our es-
teemed professors should embrace this and take ad-
vantage of  what we students have to teach.

On September 18th, 2014, the votes were tallied 
with the majority agreeing that Scotland should re-
main part of  the United Kingdom (BBC.com).  The 
vote was close, with those in favor of  independence 
falling short by only 10%.  More incredibly, the vot-
ing turnout was 84.59% (BBC.com).  This turnout 
was the highest recorded since 1918 when all people 
over the age of  18 were given the right to vote in the 
UK (Koplowitz). The United States’ 2012 presiden-
tial election pales in comparison with a turnout of  
only 58.2%, with our minimum voting age being 18 
(McDonald). What does this say about young people 
and their ability to make decisions towards their fu-
tures? If  nothing else, this turnout exemplifies that 
we do have opinions about the decisions that affect 
our lives.  We also should be able to influence our 
education by sharing our thoughts with our classes 
and professors. In doing so, we are contributing to 
and constantly improving the experience that is our 
higher education.

                                 ~Madeline Baughman
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Envision Austin Update
Social Innovation Challenge

Students Expanding Austin Literacy  
(SEAL)

“Your investment today opens the door to ex-
pand literacy and inspire community service. Help 
us SEAL the deal!” That was the last line of  Stu-
dents Expanding Austin Literacy’s pitch at the LAH 
Envision Texas Social Entrepreneurship Competi-
tion last spring. After winning the award for “Most 
Impactful Organization,” we thought that we were 
more than halfway to reaching our goal. We had the 
ideas, passion, and funds to create a student orga-
nization that would send UT students into Austin 
elementary schools and help students struggling 
with literacy.

We did not expect to spend our summer de-
signing business cards and promotional graphics, 
building a website and Facebook page, and form-
ing partnerships with Communities in Schools of  
Central Texas (CIS) and Austin Partners in Educa-
tion (APIE). We also did not expect the success that 
we enjoy now. After a round of  tabling and social 
media recruiting, we have around 150 students on 
our mailing list and even ran out 
of  seats at our first general 
meeting. SEAL officers were 
also interviewed by Humans of  
the 40 Acres and The Daily Texan 
and were invited to speak at the Kappa Kappa 
Gamma sorority and at a Liberal Arts Honors Stu-
dent Council meeting.

We are currently at a full capacity of  24 active 
members. This group consists of  not only Liberal 
Arts Honors students, but also engineering, natural 
science, and business students. During the school 
day, a group of  volunteers goes to Blanton Elemen-
tary to participate in the APIE Classroom Coaching 
program to enrich students’ learning experiences 
through high-engagement activities. After school, 
we send volunteers to Pecan Springs Elementary 
to participate in the CIS Reading Buddies program, 
which pairs each volunteer with one student. These 
elementary students absolutely love having infor-

mal teaching buddies who are young, “cool.” and 
passionate. Likewise, our volunteers enjoy a truly 
unique experience of  working directly with enthusi-
astic students and watching them develop as readers.

SEAL had an amazing start, and we look forward 
to expanding our horizons and widening the radius 
of  our impact. We are starting a blog to share our 
experiences and also planning to run a book drive 
to stock elementary book shelves. We will reach out 
to more literacy organizations so that we can in-
crease the number of  volunteer slots available in the 
spring. The spring SEAL community based service 
learning course currently under development, which 
will be taught by Lecturer Julie Casey, will not only 
allow more UT students to participate, but also of-
fer them an outlet to delve deeper into the topics of  
literacy and community engagement.

I look back to when our team thought that we 
could “SEAL the deal” just by winning the Envision

                                                                                                                                          

Texas Competition. I realize now that our dream 
is still far from being fulfilled. We are still in the pro-
cess of  drafting “the deal.” With each accomplish-
ment, we add a new goal into the pipeline. All these 
new, great ideas rest upon the strong foundation 
that we have developed. Like all good start-ups, we 
savor the opportunity for continuous growth, and 
we are excited to see where the year will take us.

You can keep up with SEAL’s progress by liking 
our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/sealaustin 
or by visiting our website, www.sealaustin.com.

-SEAL team leader Roger Lam

“SEAL had an amazing start, and we look 

forward to expanding our horizons and widen-

ing the radius of our impact. “     
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SEAL Team in Action
When I first introduced myself  to my buddy, I 

knew that we were going to have an amazing time to-
gether. We high fived, talked about super heroes, and 
expressed a kindred love for the University of  Texas. 
As we left the cafeteria to go to the reading room, he 
picked out a book from the book rack called “Beauti-
ful Warrior,” by Emily Arnold McCully. The cover 
displayed a master nun and a girl flying through the 
air in a jump side kick, with a Chinese background of  
misty mountains. 

I was so happy that he selected this book because 
1. I am Chinese, 2. I did kung fu as a kid, and 3. My 
buddy was also familiar with martial arts, so I knew 
that the story would be relatable to both of  us. 

We were able to read through 10 pages of  this 
dense picture book, but actually accomplished much, 
much more. On each page, the story mentioned 
something about Chinese culture that my buddy had 
never heard about. I explained to him how traditional 
Chinese women bound their feet, for that was the 
standard of  beauty back then. His eyes opened wide 
when I told him that my great grandmother belonged 
to the last generation to have that tradition, and so her 
feet are still the size of  a baby’s and she must get her 
shoes custom made. 

We then explored the concept of  qi, which the 
book described as “vital energy.” After I explained it 
some, he immediately made a connection to the movie 
“Kung Fu Panda,” when Master Oogway defeated 
Tailung with just 5 taps on the chest. I was blown 
away by how quickly he was able to relate what we 
were reading to an external scenario. His comparison 
made much more sense than my long-winded explana-
tion. 

We also explored several other topics, such as the 
concept of  a dynasty, the Shaolin Temple, the 5 pil-
lars of  traditional Chinese education (art, literature, 
medicine, music, martial arts), and gender roles. These 
are subjects one would expect to barely touch on 
during an elementary Chinese New Year party, and 
yet we were able to cover them in less than an hour. 
The entire time, my buddy’s eyes shone with wonder. 
Exploring such foreign topics of  a country far away 
and a time long ago was an exhilarating experience for 
both of  us. 

This session taught me that understanding the 
words in a story is not enough to savor the experience. 
Understanding the cultural and historical background 
adds so much more flavor. My buddy was a decent 
reader, so I only had to correct him on pronuncia-
tion or help him sound out words a few times. My 
main focus was to help him comprehend the story. He 
showed me just how curious a child can be, and also 
showed me that while I offered a lot of  insight, small 
things could still manage to trip me up, such as when 
I had no idea how to explain to him what a “magis-
trate” was. 

When we stumbled upon the words “magistrate” 
and “dowry” and I realized that there were still 30 
more pages to the book, we both agreed that this 
book may be too advanced for his grade level. As 
soon as I returned to campus, I ordered my favorite 
childhood book from Amazon, “Sideways Stories 
From Wayside School,” and a packet of  gold star 
stickers so that I would be prepared for my next ses-
sion with him. 

~~SEAL tutor Roger Lam
September 28, 2015 

SEAL team reading buddies receive gold stars for their good 
work in the Communities in Schools Reading Program. 
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Student Internships:
Madeleine Toups, HRC

Many people overlook the treatment and 
discrimination against the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer/questioning (LGBTQ) com-
munity as human rights violations. The Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) has successfully reframed 
the world’s understanding of  human rights by 
exemplifying LGBTQ people’s abuse as a call to 
change. I was fortunate enough to intern at HRC 
this summer in their Washington D.C. headquarters 
and watch first hand as same-sex marriage became 
law of  the land.

As a Finance Intern, I was hoping to match my 
Liberal Arts education with some real-world expe-
rience on how to manage and operate a non-profit. 
HRC offered me the opportunity to expand my 
knowledge on progressive issues, coupled with a 
new understanding of  grant writing, sponsorships, 
scholarships, and other 501(c) 
and 501(4) finance related 
work. HRC has a phenom-
enal internship program with 
over thirty interns volunteer-
ing from across the world. 
The weekly programming fea-
tured “brown-bag” meetings 
with various experts in issues 
affecting the LGBTQ com-
munity. These topics included 
HIV/AIDs, competent LG-
BTQ healthcare, civil rights 
with NAACP, the Voting 
Rights Act, law school panel, 
and Transgender 101. HRC’s 
commitment to educating 
their interns throughout the 
summer was an enormous 
benefit to me. Being a Texas heterosexual woman, I 
was sheltered and in the dark on many topics asso-
ciated with the LGBTQ community. These lessons 
introduced me to words I wasn’t used to hearing – 
pansexual, PrEP, intersectionality – and opened my 
eyes to discrimination I did not know existed. 

Being in DC this past summer had the added 
of  joy of  preparing for Obergefell v. Hodges with 
the Human Rights Campaign. Jim Obergefell and 

John Arthur were married in Maryland in 2013, but 
their home state of  Ohio refused to recognize their 
same-sex marriage. Arthur was terminally ill and 
soon died. Obergefell filed a lawsuit against Ohio 
in order to be named Arthur’s surviving spouse on 
his death certificate. The case eventually made its 
way to the Supreme Court where on June 26th, Jus-
tice Kennedy and four others agreed that same-sex 
marriage was a constitutional right protected by the 
14th Amendment. I had the pleasure and honor of  
being on the Court’s steps that Friday. The excite-
ment was palpable as the media interns sprinted 
from the chambers to their respective news agen-
cies. The crowd, hundreds of  HRC staff  and sup-
porters, burst into an uncontrollable celebration 
as it was announced that same-sex marriage bans 
across the country had been struck down. Being in 

that audience was truly indescribable. I could feel 
the love of  those around me as couples embraced 
and one more discriminative practice fell. As I was 
surrounded by the support and affection of  that 
historic decision I realized that I had never been 
more proud to be an American. 

The Human Rights Campaign offered me op-
portunities and knowledge I would not have re-
ceived elsewhere, and I am very grateful for that. 
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The Humanities Program of-
fers motivated and curious students 
the opportunity to develop a unique 
major around a specific research in-
terest or idea.  In this interdisciplin-
ary degree, students have the abil-
ity to pull together courses from 
across the university and connect 
them under an overarching theme.

Because of  the flexibility of  this 
major, students study a wide range 
of  topics that go beyond tradition-
al disciplines associated with Hu-
manities, such as arts and literature.  
While Liberal Arts classes provide 
the foundation for the Humani-
ties major, many students integrate 
courses from other colleges. Recent 
Humanities contracts have included 
topics such as “Women’s Roles in Globalized Medicine”, “Human Rights”, “Children’s Visual Me-
dia”, and “Game Theory.” As honors students, Humanities majors are engaged in research. This 
unique major culminates in a required honors thesis written during the senior year. The thesis allows 
students to design a project, conduct in-depth research, and work closely with a faculty supervisor.

While Humanities students’ unique majors set them apart, they come together by join-
ing a small, close-knit community within Liberal Arts Honors.  The many benefits of  the pro-
gram include individualized advising from the program Director and Academic Adviser, eli-
gibility to apply for LAH scholarships, and access to the LAH computer lab and commons room.

Because of  the experiences I gained in the ‘brown 
bag” meetings and the support seen through HRC 
at the Supreme Court, I have a solid foundation 
for my future. This internship has motivated me to 
pursue graduate school in an effort to bring com-
petent LGBTQ healthcare and sex education to 
public schools in the United States through policy 
and legislative work.  I plan to advocate for the 
marginalized and make our country the best that 
it can be. 

                         ~Madeleine Toups, LAH Senior 

“I realized I had never been more 

proud to be an American.”

                             Humanities Luncheon, October 2015

The Humanities Program 



 This summer, I had the 
good fortune to intern for PEN 
American Center in New York 
City. A non-profit organization, 
PEN focuses on literary and hu-
man rights advocacy around the 
world. With no previous experi-
ence in the non-profit world, I 
took a chance and headed to NYC 
to see what the summer would 
bring. I found that my job as a 
Free Expression Program Intern 
was highly engaging, variable, and 
challenging—with every passing 
week, I enjoyed my work more 
and more. 
  My duties mainly involved re-
search on free expression and hu-
man rights issues in PEN’s major 
focus countries, including China, 
Mexico, Myanmar, Nigeria, South 
Africa, and Turkey. My work also 
involved drafting and translating 
advocacy materials, including grant 
outlines, funding applications, 

memos, and briefing papers. I also 
provided research and editing sup-
port for several of  PEN’s signature 
reports, covering topics including 
LGBTQ+ censorship laws in Ni-
geria, ethnic minorities in Myan-
mar, Chinese film censorship, free 
speech in universities, surveillance 
in Turkey, and Chinese censorship 
of  foreign news outlets. Our work 
in the Free Expression was often 
unpredictable, as political or legal 
crises would require us to design 
and enact appropriate responses 
quickly. The incident that sticks 
out most in my mind was that 
of  Taslima Nasrin, a Bangladeshi 
writer who was forced to flee to 
the US after receiving numerous 
death threats for her secular views. 
I put my legal research to the side 
and focused on finding her long-
term housing in the city.
   My first week was difficult, as my 
research unveiled what seemed 
like an endless continuation of  

horrors perpetrated against writ-
ers internationally. However, my 
shock and outrage soon quieted 
into determination. The incredibly 
competent and amiable PEN staff  
soon made me feel very welcome, 
and my fellow interns proved to 
be excellent sources of  inspiration 
and support. We coordinated to 
monitor and plan action around 
our case list, developed new media 
materials, and helped prepare and 
staff  PEN literary events. 
   My experience at PEN was eye-
opening—I learned immensely 
about free expression issues do-
mestically and internationally, and 
realized that I found non-profit 
work truly fulfilling. It is now a 
serious career option that I am 
considering for post-graduation. 
Thank you so much to LAH for 
the support that made this sum-
mer possible!
                              ~Jennifer Yang
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Student Internships:
Jennifer Yang, PEN



The summer of  2015 was the 
one that made my dream, which I 
used to think was impossible, a re-
ality: I want to become an interna-
tional LGBT human rights activ-
ist, concentrating on and serving 
in Arab countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Upon 
completing a summer internship 
with the International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights Commis-
sion (IGLHRC) in New York City, 
I came back with concrete plans, 
lifelong friends, insightful men-
tors, and most importantly, hope 
for the future of  the LGBT com-
munity. 
   The first day as an Advocacy and 
Documentation intern in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa pro-
gram was not an easy road. One 
of  the first tasks consisted of  
compiling penal codes from each 
country in the Middle East and 
North Africa on the basis of  their 
relation to those engaged in same-
sex relations. Seeing that same-sex 
relations are criminalized, morally 
frowned upon, and/or punishable 
by death in these countries, I start-
ed to wonder why I even bothered 
coming to New York just to be 
discouraged by the kind of  dis-
crimination and despair that is in 
place against LGBT people. 
  Then on one of  the first weeks at 
IGLHRC, a Saudi man knocked 
on the door and asked if  anyone 
could help him. With every pro-
fessional staff  member occupied, I 
waited with him. As soon as he sat 
down, he started crying, mention-
ing his brother, who had been im-
prisoned in Yemen for six months 

with 600 lashes for being caught 
in a same-sex activity. Not being 
able to provide any legal assistance 
myself, I notified my supervisor, 
who then gave him legal advice on 
how to help his brother. After that 
meeting, I felt a sense of  purpose, 
reminding me why I had decided 
to become an international LGBT 
human rights activist. I promised 
myself  that I will one day channel 
this feeling of  helplessness into 
hope.
   From that day on, I devoted my 
hours at IGLHRC, ensuring that 
every voice gets heard even in the 
countries that punish their love 
by death. From compiling penal 
codes, to sharing a blog post on 
the LGBT rights movement in 
Seoul Korea, to translating Tuni-
sian safety training presentations 
to English, to attending a meeting 
on LGBT issues at the United Na-

tions, to documenting the wrong-
doings of  ISIS against LGBT 
people, I contributed to upholding 
LGBT human rights for everyone, 
everywhere. The most rewarding 
experience was working on the 
United Nations Security Council 
report, which noted that the lack 
of  protection for LGBT people is 
not only a social issue, but also a 
matter of  security. 
  Although the fight for global 
LGBT equality is ongoing, I am 
more eager and resilient than ever 
after my experiences interning 
with IGLHRC. I have learned that 
where you are should not deter-
mine the inherent right that we all 
join as human beings: the right to 
life. The fight is here to stay, and 
the fighters are not going any-
where.

~Ashley Choi
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Student Internships:
Ashley Choi, IGLHRC



partners are but a few of  the activities that push 
us to an advanced fluency in the Arabic language. 
   After the activities in D.C. concluded, we flew 
across the ocean. The older I grow, the quicker 
traveling seems. Eight hours from Dulles to 
Frankfurt passed like two; ten hours of  layover 
flitted in and out of  my consciousness. And then, 
after another three hours, letters twirled together, 
English gave way to Arabic and French; we had 
arrived in Morocco.
   Many of  us possessed prior experience in the 
Middle East – some in Morocco, others elsewhere 
– but the return places one in a weird middle 
place. Morocco acts the familiar and unfamiliar 
place. One knows what to expect – cultural or 
material differences – yet the first weeks, even 
months, shock us when those differences present 
themselves. These feelings that I describe abate 
after a time; the summer host families, Moroccan 
and Egyptian teachers, and existence acclimate 
one to local conditions and everyday life. 

Students in the Arabic Flagship Capstone Program, Morocco

Study Abroad: James Stratton 
Arabic Flagship Program

Greetings to Liberal Arts Honors from Mo-
rocco! La bes aleikum? How are y’all doing? Four 
soon-to-be former LAHers (technically we haven’t 
graduated from the University of  Texas yet) – 
Brett, Connor, Nikki, and yours truly – decided to 
spend a year after completing our majors studying 
the Arabic language in Meknes, Morocco. 
   Our journey to Morocco began two months ago 
in Washington D.C. We joined with thirteen oth-
ers to form the seventeen total participating in the 
Flagship’s yearlong program. The pre-departure 
orientation, when not scaring you about the local 
tap water, gave us a précis of  this program, called 
the Capstone. It aims to advance us to the level 
of  ‘superior advanced’ in the Arabic language. 
Throughout this past summer and continuing on 
through May 2016, we live in an intense academic 
and pre-professional program. Sixteen hours of  
classes per week and internships and language 

10 Fall 2015



Fall 2015 11

in Mekness, Morocco
   But as pre-departure orientation warned us, the 
shock of  the unfamiliar may return. Indeed, those 
feelings returned after Brett, Connor, and I moved 
out of  our host family’s place into an apartment 
in central Meknes. Our refrigerator broke and 
our internet (after apparent installation) remained 
unconnected. To fix both issues consumed a week 
and a half ’s worth of  phone calls and visits to 
sundry offices. Only after those efforts did we get 
a fridge repairman and a technician from Morocco 
Telecom to visit our apartment. In all, this experi-
ence gave us an education in managing our expec-
tations. 
   I suppose that those two incidents and others 
like it – whether in our academic or quotidian 
experiences during the year that we spend here 
– guide us towards life in a foreign country and 
cannot replicate the expectations that we know in 
our home country. And to understand that fact, 
and to be able to draw patience and serenity from 
it, marks the beginning of  wisdom.



Emily Finkelstine:
Wise Wanderer in China  

The day I received the Wise Wanderer Schol-
arship, I remember finding out just before class 
and having to fidget in 
my seat through an hour-
long lecture as my mind 
escaped to Asia. Liberal 
Arts Honors was send-
ing me on the trip of  
my dreams to study eth-
nic minorities in west-
ern China and to follow 
a portion of  the ancient 
Silk Road. I had played 
around with the idea of  
such a trip for years, but 
had tried my best not to 
become too attached be-
cause I doubted that I 
would ever have the op-
portunity or the resourc-
es to follow through. But 
just like that, on a Feb-
ruary morning, my trip 
sprang to life. 

My enthusiasm lasted straight through to my de-
parture date in late May, but my bright-eyed opti-
mism did not. Unable to recruit a travel compan-
ion, I was extremely nervous about the prospect 
of  traveling as a solo female through Xinjiang, a 
province of  China that only ever seems to make 
the news for such unhappy topics as ethnic unrest 
and terrorist attacks. Ironically, it was these very is-
sues that had originally sparked my interest in the 
region, but as I prepared to leave the country, I al-
lowed my fear to blot out my curiosity. As it turned 
out, the entire trip became an exercise in reversing 
this tendency. 

During my seven-week journey, I visited 22 Chi-
nese cities and villages in five different provinces 
by plane, train, and bus for a total of  over 7,000 
miles in transit (half  of  which were overland). I 
watched the sunrise over the iconic rice terraces 
at Yuanyang, gasped for air as I made the grueling 
hike up the infamous 28 bends of  Tiger Leaping 

Gorge, and joined in a public dance spectacle in a 
city square in Chengdu. I wandered through a maze 
of  ancient cliff-temples at Mati Si, perused one of  
the most important repositories of  Buddhist art in 
the world at the Mogao Caves, and stargazed from 
the top of  a sand dune while camping with new 
friends in the Gobi Desert. I was invited to break 
fast with a local Kashgar family one evening dur-
ing Ramadan, and on Eid al-Fitr I watched in awe 
as 10,000 Muslims gathered for morning prayers at 
Id Kah Mosque. Toward the end of  my trip, I even 
got up the courage to hitchhike the famous Kara-
koram Highway from Kashgar to Tashkurgan with 
a few trusted companions.

All of  these events, though magical, were punc-
tuated with frequent frustrations and uncertainties. 
I did not manage to traverse western China without 
getting lost, making embarrassing language mis-
takes, or finding myself  incapacitated by the occa-
sional bout of  food poisoning. In a few situations, 
I also placed my trust in others a bit too freely, 

LAH Senior Emily Finkelstine used the Wise Wanderer Schoolarship to travel through China, 

visiting 22 Chinese cities in five different provinces over the course of seven weeks. 
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which was not without consequences. Addition-
ally, my status as a foreigner was cause for constant 
scrutiny once I reached Xinjiang. I was frequently 
delayed at traffic stops and rejected by hotels due 
to government regulations. 

Although many of  these complications made 
me livid, I am thankful for the lessons they im-
parted. After the original shock of  setting out on 
my own, I was able to embrace that at the end of  
the day, I was the only person responsible for my 
well-being. There was no one to follow, no one to 
rely on, and no one to call on in moments of  crisis. 
Though intimidating at first, I found these circum-
stances to be empowering. I was forced to step into 
roles that I often let other people fill for me, and 
I survived. I addressed one problem at a time, and 
in the process I learned that I am capable of  much 
more than I ever knew. 

However, I cannot claim all of  the credit for en-
suring that I made it back to the US in one piece. 
I owe a debt of  gratitude to a number of  compas-
sionate strangers who stepped in to help when they 
saw I was in need. The level of  hospitality that I ex-
perienced on this trip, particularly in Xinjiang, was 
unparalleled by anywhere else I have ever been. As 
I fell in love with the province I had once feared, 
I learned that it is always necessary to keep dig-
ging beyond the popular understanding and media 
portrayal of  a place. I returned home committed 
to cultivating a comprehensive understanding of  
the ethnic conflict in Xinjiang, and I am currently 
working on an undergraduate thesis on this topic. 
My journey through Xinjiang continues, if  only an 
intellectual one. 
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Study Abroad: Marie Guermond
Santiago, Chile

 I love my planner. It keeps my life organized; 
it reminds me of  birthdays, holidays, and party plans. 
I can simultaneously manage countdowns, due dates, 
and daily to-do lists. I feel a sense of  accomplishment 
when I see a page darkened with scribbles and notes, 
as if  being busy meant that I was on the right track 
to success. 

When I finally landed in Santiago, Chile, on July 
24, 2014, I was eager for a year of  learning and ad-
venture. I had looked forward to this moment for the 
past couple of  months, browsing lists of  tips and do’s 
and don’ts for study abroad. I had uncovered numer-
ous blogs of  gringas in Chile and carefully analyzed 
my host university’s course planner. During the ori-
entation session that week, I eagerly flipped through 
the blank pages of  my new planner, imagining the 

endless possibilities
I had no objectives outside 

of  class other than to practice 
my Spanish and absorb what 
I could about Chilean culture. 
At first I felt lonely and anx-
ious, but in time I felt a pres-
sure lifting that I did not know 
even existed. I realized that 
the absence of  obligations left 
an opening for adventure. For 
instance, I found myself  two 
months later sitting on the ter-
race of  a homey hostel in the 
nearby port town of   Valparai-
so, sharing a traditional grilled 
meat, asado, with people who 
had been strangers only a few 
days earlier. The conversation 
flowed late into the evenings of  
the long weekend, and I re-
turned to Santiago heartened by 
having met some of  the most 
important people of  my time 
abroad.

Some of  my fondest memo-
ries in Chile include the two 
beat-up couches on that terrace, 

where I sat for hours talking to friends and new ac-
quaintances. The hostel was a place to get away from 
the city and forget about time. We had no obliga-
tions beyond eating, resting, enjoying the warm sun, 
and watching the hummingbird flit lazily among the 
flowers. I met some incredible people while sitting on 
those couches, and I learned how to listen. Whether 
close friends or guests staying in Valparaiso for the 
night, they shook my perception of  the world – of  
decisions neatly organized in a straight line towards 
success and happiness. They taught me how to follow 
passion despite the uncertainty and of  the difficulties 
and unhappiness that plague people all over the world. 
They served as a reminder to me to slow down and 
take a moment to appreciate the world and its people.

LAH Senior Marie Guermond studied for a year at the Pacifica 
Universidad Catolica de Chile from July 2014 through August 2015. 
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In my two months back in Texas, I’ve been con-
stantly busy. It’s thrilling to have ambitious plans and 
run at life head on, but at the same time, I feel a little 
pinch in my heart when I open my planner to see 
that it’s full. I now have to schedule time to catch up 
with friends or have a party, carefully sandwiching 
down time between classes, work hours, meetings, 
and homework. I flip through pages to see that the 
weeks ahead are already full. And for the first time, 
what used to make me feel accomplished and in con-
trol of  my life now brings a sense of  discouragement. 

It feels odd to manage time as a limited commod-
ity, to calculate every move in terms of  trade-offs and 
opportunities. While I’m being more productive and 
efficient than in Chile, I still resent having to choose 
between my friends because I have only so many 
social hour slots each week. I push off  RSVPs for 
events and parties until the last minute because the 
feeling of  having my week planned down to the hour, 
including “social time,” feels so heavy and oppres-
sive. While I’m eternally grateful for the many op-
portunities that I have through UT and LAH, I feel 
a nostalgia for unplanned moments with others that 
bring a richness into life.

From my time in Chile, I learned to stop trying to 
control time, the environment around me, and my 
experiences with other people. Letting go of  that 
control is scary and uncomfortable, but it enables 
new opportunities to come in.

I learned to say yes and to take chances; I fell in 
love, and I learned that I can climb volcanoes and 
run down glaciers. I know now that I may be young 
and naive, but I am still the master of  my fate. I 
learned to live in the moment and to cherish beauti-
ful memories; I also learned how to let go and say 
goodbye. These are lessons that I never could have 
planned.

Giving to Liberal Arts Honors 
Help Liberal Arts Honors students pursue academic research, study abroad 
opportunities, and unpaid internships. You may give to Liberal Arts Honors on-
line at http://www.utexas.edu/cola/progs/lahonors/giving/php

Of course we welcome the opporutnity to meet with you and seek your 
guidance in assisting the college. If you would like to make a donation, please 
mail your pledge to: 

Kathleen Aronson, Director of Development and Alumni Relations
The Univeristy of Texas at Austin, College of Liberal Arts 
116 Inner Campus Drive G6300, Austin, Texas 78712 



Liberal Arts Honors and Humanities Program
College of Liberal Arts Building CLA 2.104

305 East 23rd Street G6210
Austin, TX 78712

Phone: 512.471.3458 Fax: 512.232.2886
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/progs/lahonors/

This newsletter is distributed via our website in pdf form. 
Those interested in submitting work for the upcoming issue 

should contact Stacey Amorous at samorous@austin.utexas.edu or Linda Mayhew at lmayhew@austin.utexas.edu.

Foot in the Door Theatre Troupe

LAH Student Council
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Foot in the Door is a student-run theatre troupe spon-
sored by LAH and open to any student at UT. All experi-
ence levels and areas of  interest are welcome. We pride 
ourselves on our high number of  first-time actors and di-
rectors. We put together 1-3 full productions a semester. 

In the Fall semseter, Foot in the Door will be staging 
two productions in mid-November (dates TBD): Joined 

at the Head, directed by Rachael Abbot and Elizabeth 
Hamm, and Comic Potential, Directed by Victoria Fazzino 
and Sandy Schwalen. Kenneth Williams serves as Execu-
tive Director; Victoria Fazzino as Assistant Producer: and 
Imogen Sealy as Production Assistant. 

Cast of Clue, last year’s Foot in the Door Production 

The Liberal Arts Honors Student Council is a great 
way to get involved in the LAH community through 
service, social, and academic events.

President: Haley Williams and Kenneth Williams
Vice President: Sarah Fischer and Marlene Renz

Secretary: Rachel Stephenson
Treasurer: Madeleine Toups 

Mentoring: Patrick Golden, Sandy Schwalen, Justin Fogarty
Academic: Victoria Fazzino

Service: Helen Heston
Social: Caroline Miller and Nick Gatz

Publicity: Hannah Shepherd

Echo
Echo is the annual Liberal Arts Honors literary 

journal published in the spring semester.  The journal 
showcases student submissions of  prose, poetry, and 
photography.  The 2015 edition was released on April 
24th. Drop by the LAH office to pick up your copy.

To join the Echo editorial staff  or to be put on the 
mailing list, please send an email to echolitmag@gmail.
com.

LAH Music Ensemble
The Amorous Paulharmonic is a group of  mostly 

LAH students who were in orchestra, band, or choir in 
high school, but have not chosen music as their profes-
sion. As an ensemble, we strive not to let that musical 
talent go to waste. We play any music we can get our 
hands on, from Beatles to Bach. So whether you play 
the tuba, bagpipes, or accordion, feel free to join our 
just-for-fun musical ensemble. Contact Dorie Kaye for 
information: doriekaye@utexas.edu.    


