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The Dissertation Prospectus Defense Time Frame: The dissertation prospectus defense follows 
successful completion of the comprehensive examinations. This milestone must take place no later 
than 90 days after the Comprehensive Exam was passed. Depending on
when the Oral Exam falls in the semester, the Graduate Advisor may grant permission for the 
Prospectus to take place at the beginning of the next subsequent semester. 

The Prospectus Format: Formats vary widely depending on the field and project; therefore, please 
consult with your supervisor concerning specific content and formatting. Some supervisors/committees 
will request a 15-20 page document, others will ask that the document not exceed 3,000 words (for 
text/footnotes/schedule, not bibliography). It should include a title page listing the name of the 
members of the dissertation committee, specifying the supervisor. 

Defense Attendance: All dissertation committee members must attend the prospectus defense. 
However, with Graduate Adviser approval, any member may be excused, provided it is not a supervisor 
or, if applicable, a co-supervisor. Members may attend electronically, provided it is not a supervisor/co-
supervisor. If a regular committee member is absent, they must read and approve the prospectus prior 
to the prospectus defense. The MES Graduate Office will maintain the approved version of the 
prospectus in the student's file. 

Applying for Candidacy: Passing both the comprehensive exams and the prospectus defense allows a 
student to apply for candidacy and, therefore, begin official work on the dissertation. To complete the 
candidacy application, the student must establish a full dissertation committee, have defended a 
dissertation prospectus, and collect the necessary documentation requested by the Office of Graduate 
Studies. Some initial steps toward these requirements should be taken during the comps process. A full 
dissertation committee consists of at least five faculties, at least three of whom sit on the Department's 
Graduate Studies Committee. 

Candidacy Limits: A student's candidacy may not exceed 3 years. Most students' candidacies do not 
exceed 2 years.

Student Signature

Date

Committee Chair Signature

Date

DISSERTATION 
PROSPECTUS POLICIES 

& TIMELINES

As the Chair of the Committee, I will ensure that the student makes timely progress toward 
the completion of the completion and defense of their prospectus.

I (the student) understand and accept the process and timeline toward completion. 
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Instructions: Once a student passes their Oral Exam, they must form their prospectus committee and set a
date for the defense. In preparation for the documents required for the candidacy application, students 
should begin to collect the CVs of any committee members not on the MELC GSC or associated with UT.  
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