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2013 Maya Meetings Symposium 

The Art of Maya Architecture:  
Cosmology and Dynasty in the Built Environment 

 
The 2013 Maya Meetings Keynote address, opening reception and 
Lienzo de Quauhquechollan Exhibition location venue is the ART 
Building (ART) 1.102 room. The Venue ART is located at 2301 San 
Jacinto BLVD. Austin, TX 78712. 
 

6:30-7:00 pm 
Registration 
 
7:00 pm 
Welcome Remarks  
 
7:15-8:00 pm 
Dr. George E. Stuart 
Keynote Speaker 
 

8:15-10:00 pm 
The Maya Meetings Opening Reception 
Lienzo de Quauhquechollan Exhibition 
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Dr. George E. Stuart 
Keynote Speaker 
 
Born in 1935, George E. Stuart was raised in Camden, South Carolina. He graduated from the University of South Carolina with a 
bachelor’s degree in geology in 1956. During his college years, he spent the first of four summers working as a draftsman and artist 
with the major archaeological excavation of the Etowah Indian burial mounds near Cartersville, Georgia. His experiences in Georgia 
brought him to the attention of a new research team working under the auspices of the National Geographic Society at the site of the 
important Maya ruins of Dzibilchaltun in Yucatán. Stuart’s proven skills as a draftsman were precisely what the team needed; he was 

hired and worked for two years as project cartographer of the ruins of the ancient city. 
Stuart’s success in Yucatán led to his becoming a permanent member of the National Geographic 
staff. Hired as a cartographer in 1960, he remained with National Geographic for nearly forty 
years, working in a variety of capacities, including staff archaeologist, Vice President for Research 
and Exploration, Senior Assistant Editor for Archaeology for National Geographic magazine, and 
Chairman of the Committee for Research and Exploration. In these various positions, Dr. Stuart 
not only participated directly in a number of the most important archaeological investigations of 
the past fifty years, including field work in the Maya ruins at Dzibilchaltun, Balankanche Cave, 
and Cobá, but played an equally vital role in the organization and funding of worldwide 
archaeological research.  
During his years at National Geographic, Stuart pursued graduate studies in anthropology, 
receiving a master’s degree from George Washington University in 1970 and a doctorate from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1975. In the decades that followed, his contributions 
to archaeology have been remarkable, not only for the quality of his scholarship but also for his 
efforts in making the findings of modern archaeological research accessible to the layman. Dr. 
Stuart produced a series of outstanding monographs that have become classic descriptions of the 
ancient Mesoamerican civilization and of archaeology in general, including The Mysterious Maya 
(1977, co-authored with his first wife, Gene Stuart), Ancient Mexico (1992), Lost Kingdoms of the 
Maya (1993; also co-authored with the late Gene Stuart), Archaeology and You (1996), and 
Ancient Pioneers (2003), and Palenque: Eternal City of the Maya (2007; co-authored with his son 
David Stuart) 

In 1984, Dr. Stuart founded the Center for Maya Research, now the Boundary End Archaeology Research Center in Barnardsville, 
North Carolina—a non-profit organization whose aim has been to promote research related to the archaeology, iconography, and 
epigraphy of the Maya.  The Stuart library of some 13,000 books, manuscripts, and photographs related to Mesoamerica and the 
Maya, formerly housed at the Center, was given to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, beginning in 2006. There, it is 
permanently housed in the Rare Book Collection of the Louis Round Wilson Special Collections Library, available to students, 
faculty, and the general public.  
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8:15-10:00 pm 

 
The Maya Meetings Opening Reception 

 
Lienzo de Quauhquechollan Exhibition 

 
 

The Lienzo de Quauhquechollan is a pictographic painting 
on cotton cloth, created circa 1530. The Lienzo is considered 
the first map of Guatemala. It is also the only firsthand 
indigenous account of the conquest of Guatemala, and one 
of the few sources to record the military campaigns of Jorge 
de Alvarado in 1527–1530. 
 
In 1520, the leaders of Quauhquechollan (today San Martín 
Huaquechula in Puebla, Mexico) formed an alliance with 
the Spanish, hoping to improve their social and political 
situation and to oppose Mexica (Aztec) oppression. 
 
After the victorious campaign by the allied armies, the 
Quauhquecholteca painted the Lienzo to document their 
role in the conquest of Guatemala and confirm the 
privileged position they sought as co-conquerors in the new 
political system. The exhibit of the Lienzo de 
Quauhquechollan brings to life this untold story of 
Guatemala's conquest. 
 
In 2006, Universidad Francisco Marroquín, with the 
sponsorship of Banco G&T Continental, embarked on a 
project to bring the Lienzo de Quauhquechollan to 
Guatemala, so that Guatemalans could learn, from this 
primary source, about the history of their country. 

Lienzo de Quauhquechollan ca. 1530 
Digital Restoration  
Universidad Francisco Marroquín, Guatemala 
Sponsored by Banco G&T Continental, Guatemala  
© 2007 Universidad Francisco Marroquín 
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8:30- 9:30 am 
Registration 
 
9:30 am 
Welcome Remarks 
 
10:00- 10:45 am 
The Temple of the Night Sun:   
Configuring Kingship at El Diablo, Guatemala 
Stephen Houston, Edwin Roman, and Thomas Garrison 
 
For the Classic Maya, links between rulers, time, and the 
heavens play a strong role in establishing and reworking 
the nature of kingship. Several seasons of excavation at a 
sector of El Zotz, Guatemala -- in a hill-top palace known 
as "El Diablo" -- reveal a building that touches on these 
themes at the dawn of a dynasty.  Death and its hopeful 
aftermath are memorialized, explored, and set forth in a 
monumental confection of red-painted stucco. The 
building itself was visible from many kilometers away, 
including Tikal, a near-neighbor of El Zotz. This paper 
reports on the tomb housed in the temple, the complex 
stratigraphy of the overall building, and the richly 
modeled stuccos that adorn its facade and project cosmic 
themes of broader relevance. 
 
 
10:45- 11:30 am 
Classic Maya Stairways: At the Interface of Myth 
and History 
Michael Long 
 
Monumental stairways are among the most spectacular 
architectural features of the great acropoleis in the Classic 

Friday, January 18- Saturday, January 19 
2013 Maya Meetings Symposium 

 
 
The 2013 Maya Meetings Symposium will take place at 
The Applied Computational Engineering and Sciences 
(A.C.E.S.) Building, in the AVAYA AUDITORIUM. 
 
The ACE Building physical address is 201 East 24th 
Street, Austin, Texas, 78712.  
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Maya world. Routinely inscribed with hieroglyphic texts 
and pictorial imagery, stairs were not purely architectural 
in form or function; over time they became bonafide 
“multimedia” spaces that were ideally suited to the 
expression of authority, power, and difference within and 
between Classic Maya communities. During the Classic 
period, the proliferation and elaboration of monumental 
stairways reached new heights. These "stairscapes" 
connected temples, monuments, urban space, and rituals 
with texts and images pertaining to important episodes in 
Maya myth and history. Many of these interconnections 
have not been fully explored. This presentation addresses 
the role of Classic Maya stairways in shaping experiences 
and memories of myth and history amongst Classic Maya 
communities. 
 
 
11:30- 12:15 am 
Preclassic masks from the Holmul region and 
early dynastic rituals 
Francisco Estrada Belli 
 
Continued investigations at the Preclassic center of Cival 
and nearby Holmul are shedding new light on early 
monumental plazas, their layout according to Maya 
cosmovision and on the beginning of calendar 
celebrations centuries earlier than previously thought. 
Recently found monumental sculptures also contribute 
new iconographic elements to the Preclassic Maya 
pantheon. These findings force us to revise previous 
theories on the meaning and function of early 
monumental masks. 
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12:30- 2:30 pm 
Lunch Break 
 
2:45- 3:30 pm 
Creating Places and Changing Landscapes: The 
Problem of Visualizing Maya Architecture 
Heather Hurst 
 
Archaeological illustration has long been used to convey 
images of Maya architecture. While a photograph is 
routinely considered transparent documentation, 
illustration often generates context. The illustrator might 
produce an appearance of ruins, or the city remade. Many 
architectural illustrations have taken on a significant 
independent existence: an image standing for an entire 
time period. This paper examines the role of illustration in 
relation to the original object’s existence. Today, current 
archaeological methods and knowledge, as well as new 
technology, challenges architectural illustration to be 
more than a record and greater emphasis is placed on 
conveying context. This paper considers how artwork is 
currently used to disseminate architectural spaces in 
Maya archaeology and the possibility for future 
illustrations to function as a supplement to analysis rather 
than a surrogate form of documentation. 
 
 
3:30- 4:15 pm 
Local Identity / Regional Style: New Research on 
Puuc Architectural Sculpture 
Meghan Rubenstein 
 
The intricate stone facades of the Puuc region of the 
Yucatán peninsula are vestiges of one of the most 
sophisticated building traditions in ancient Mesoamerica. 
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Although their geometric, anthropomorphic, and 
zoomorphic designs are immediately recognizable, Puuc 
architecture is anything but homogeneous. This talk will 
explore the ways in which architectural sculpture was 
modified to reflect local identity while maintaining 
regional cohesion. The presentation will focus specifically 
on the importance of reexamining this carefully mediated 
architectural record as a means to understanding political 
dynamics in Yucatán during the Terminal Classic period. 
While ongoing archaeological work in the Puuc region 
continues to expand the corpus, this talk will also address 
the challenges of working with a fragmented record. 
 
 
4:15-5:oo pm 
Blood, Sweat and Tears: The Ballgame, Boxing 
and Ritual Rainmaking in Ancient Mesoamerica  
Karl Taube 
 
One of the most striking and widespread architectural 
features of Mesoamerican sites is the ballcourt. Much 
study has been devoted to the ancient rubber ballgame, 
including its relation to the great K'iche' epic, the Popol 
Vuh. However, one of the major components of the 
Mesoamerican ballgame that has been little discussed is 
its close relation to rain and water, a theme that can be 
readily traced to the Olmec, including rubber balls offered 
to the sacred spring at El Manatí and images of the Olmec 
Rain God as a ballplayer. It will be noted that in Classic 
Mesoamerica, ballcourts appear to have been ritually 
flooded with water, including palangana or "water basin" 
courts of the Maya highlands. 
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Aside from examining architectural forms, drains and site 
orientation, this presentation will also discuss 
iconography and ethnohistorical accounts relating 
ballcourts to rain and water. In addition, ritual boxing was 
an important component of this game and rainmaking 
complex, which again can be traced to the Formative 
Olmec. 
 
 
5:00- 5:30pm Q&A 
 
5:30pm 
Closing Remarks 
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9:00- 9:30 am 
Registration 
 
9:30 am 
Welcome Remarks 
 
10:00- 10:45 am 
With or without Lime: a material that changed 
Copan architecture 
Barbara Fash  
 
Architecture in the Maya area was forever transformed by 
applications of lime to its facades, floors, roofs, benches, 
and its use or non-use in mortars. Not only did additives 
and armatures enable sculptors to create amazing façade 
decorations, but experimentation with pigments and relief 
generated some of the most compelling and varied 
architectural iconography from an ancient Maya site. 
Today lime-based reliefs and surfaces are some of the 
most fragile of architectural remains needing intensive 
and careful conservation efforts, often with the most 
superior repair solutions being made from lime itself. 
While Copan’s sculptural innovations may have rivaled 
other contemporary sites, the scarcity of lime for mortars 
proved disastrous to their preservation in the end. 
 
10:45- 11:30 am 
A Whole New Ballgame: Ideology and Narrative in 
Ballcourts from the Eastern Highlands of Chiapas 
Caitlin Early 
 
In the Late Classic period, an unusual type of ballcourt 
appeared in southeastern Chiapas: enclosed and I-shaped, 
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but with “end zones” of markedly unequal size. Some 
scholars have suggested that this style of ballcourt may 
reflect regionally specific ritual and ideological narratives. 
This paper investigates this hypothesis by using the 
ballcourt as a point of entry into manifestations of 
ideology and dynasty at sites in the eastern highlands of 
Chiapas, an often-overlooked part of the Maya world. 
Focusing on Tenam Puente, Chinkultic, and Tonina, the 
presentation examines the ballcourt in relation to other 
architectural forms and patterns of visual programming 
within each city. After situating ballcourts of these sites 
within their broader regional context, Cailtyn Early 
considers how these constructed spaces served as points 
of intersection between sculpture, the built environment, 
and the human body, exploring the ways in which rulers 
of sites like Chinkultic, Tenam Puente, and Tonina may 
have used the architecture and imagery of the ballcourt to 
construct specific civic and regional narratives. 
 
11:30- 12:15 am 
Architecture and Morality: Current conservation 
and archaeological values in Maya studies. 
Anabella Coronado 
 
This presentation will address some of the contemporary 
dilemmas present in archaeological projects when dealing 
with architectural remains and their preservation. The 
negotiation process between the study and conservation 
of Maya buildings has become more complex with the 
discoveries of “unique” art and architecture that now 
demand rapid and realistic solutions to offer restored and 
accessible archaeological ruins. This lecture will analyze 
how the preservation of cultural property and the 
institutionalization of a Maya legacy in a particular region 
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can affect the decision-making in archaeological projects. 
The presentation will discuss the methodological 
differences between the conservator and the 
archaeologist, and if their professional agendas conflict. 
More importantly, Anabella Coronado will argue that 
ethical principles in relation to Maya buildings need to be 
identified, defined, and shared along with research 
methodologies and conservation skills. This will help us 
move beyond judgments of what is currently considered a 
“good” or “poor” conservation work.   
 
 
12:30- 2:30 pm 
Lunch Break 
 
2:45- 3:30 pm 
Building Sacred Space and Mythic Time:  
The plaster façades of "Los Arboles", Xultun 
William Saturno 
 
Hidden just below the surface of a large pyramidal 
structure on the northern edge of Xultun lies a buried 
masterpiece. An architectural complex nicknamed "Los 
Arboles" with an elaborate tableau of painted and 
modeled plaster decoration was built, remodeled and 
buried intact, all in the Early Classic.  William Saturno 
presents the initial results of their ongoing multi-year 
excavations of "Los Arboles" revealing its complex 
iconography for the first time. The presentation  discusses 
these recent finds and their potential importance for 
understanding Xultun's place in the larger histories of the 
Classic Maya. 
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3:30- 4:15 pm 
The other Mural: Revisiting the art and 
architecture of the structure Ixim at San Bartolo 
Edwin Roman 
Ixim is a sub-structure located inside the Pinturas 
pyramid. It is contemporaneous with the structure Sub-
1A, which contains the famous murals found at San 
Bartolo by William Saturno in 2001. On top of the 
pyramid of Ixim is a building that also has a room 
decorated with murals. In this talk, I will present 
information concerning different subjects. The first part 
of my discussion willll focus on the development of the 
Pinturas structure during the pre-classic period. The 
second half of the presentation  is related to the 
importance of the location of the structure and the 
description of the iconography program of the murals 
  
4:15- 5:00 pm 
Marc Zender 
Abstract and Title TBA 
 
 
5:00- 5:30 pm 
Q&A 
 
 
5:30 pm 
Closing Remarks 
 


