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MICHAEL L. BUTTERWORTH
is the Director of the Center for 
Sports Communication & Media, 
Governor Ann W. Richards Chair 
for the Texas Program in Sports 
and Media, and Professor of 
Communication Studies at  
The University of Texas at Austin.  
His research focuses on 
relationships between rhetoric, 
democracy, and sports.

QINYAN GAO 
is a PhD student in the  
Department of 
Communication Studies 
at The University of Texas 
at Austin. Her research 
projects explore stress 
coping, privacy management, 
relationship maintenance, 
and stigma management in 
family, relational and health 
contexts.

NATALIE BROWN-DEVLIN 
(Ph.D., University of Alabama) 
is an Assistant Professor in the 
School of Advertising & Public 
Relations at UT Austin and the 
Associate Director for Research 
for the Center for Sports 
Communication & Media. Her 
primary research interests 
include social identity, sport 
crisis communication, and 
digital media.

OLIVIA GELLAR 
is a second year master’s 
student in the Department of 
Communication Studies at The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
Her primary research interests 
explore the rhetoric of public 
controversies and the rhetoric of 
opposition voices, investigating 
their use of social media to gain 
and maintain power.

KATHRYN HARTZELL 
is a PhD student in the 
Department of Radio-
Television-Film at The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
Her interdisciplinary research 
focuses on globalization, 
cultural hybridization, global 
streaming platforms, and 
transnational sports media.

AMIRA ROSE DAVIS 
is an Assistant Professor 
of History and African 
American Studies at Penn 
State University where she 
specializes in 20th Century 
American History with an 
emphasis on race, gender, 
sports, and politics. She is 
currently the 2021-2022 
Harrington Faculty Fellow at 
The University of Texas-Austin.
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POOJA IYER 
is a doctoral student of 
Advertising at The University of 
Texas at Austin. Her research 
interest lies in the intersection of 
politics, consumer behavior, and 
media technologies. Previously, 
she has spent close to a decade 
in the advertising industry 
managing media strategy of 
U.S. clients. She completed her 
Masters at Syracuse University. 

KATIE LEVER 
is a former Division 1 athlete 
and a current doctoral 
student in the Department of 
Communication Studies at The 
University of Texas at Austin, 
where she studies NCAA 
discourse and the intersections 
of sport and society.

JAMIE JELINEK 
is a graduate student in the 
Department of Communication 
Studies at The University of 
Texas at Austin. Her research 
primarily focuses on rhetorical 
ethics and the negotiation of 
identity and power in digital 
settings.

JESSICA LUTHER 
is an investigative journalist 
who has written extensively on 
the intersection of sports and 
gendered violence. Her writing 
has most recently appeared 
at USA Today, Los Angeles 
Times, Texas Monthly, and 
Vox. Her latest book is Loving 
Sports When They Don’t Love 
You Back (co-authored with 
Kavitha Davidson).

JENNIFER MCCLEAREN 
is a feminist media scholar 
who examines the cultural 
production of difference 
in sports media. She is 
an assistant professor in 
the Department of Radio-
Television-Film at The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
She published her first 
monograph, Fighting Visibility: 
Sports Media and Female 
Athletes in the UFC, in 2021. 

LILY KUNDA 
is a Ph.D. student in the 
Department of Radio-
Television-Film at The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
Lily’s research focuses on 
contemporary issues in black 
popular culture with particular 
interest in constructions of 
race and identity on television 
and corporate activism 
relating to black social justice 
movements.
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SOYA NAH 
is a doctoral student in the Stan 
Richard School of Advertising and 
Public Relations at The University of 
Texas at Austin. Her research interests 
focus on health communication, 
specifically message features and 
psychological factors in promoting 
health behaviors. In addition, she 
explores how information technologies 
and their offered mediated experiences 
change individuals’ health-related  
risk perceptions.

NATHANIEL REPAY 
is a second-year doctoral 
student in the Department 
of Communication Studies 
at The University of Texas at 
Austin. His research interests 
are primarily in exploring 
the relationship between 
communication and social 
order. He is a passionate fan of 
the Chicago Cubs, Milwaukee 
Bucks, and Green Bay Packers.

VINCENT PEÑA 
is a fourth-year Ph.D. candidate 
in the School of Journalism and 
Media at the University of Texas 
at Austin. His research explores 
the intersection of sports media, 
culture, and politics. He is a 
graduate affiliate with the Center 
for Sports Communication & 
Media. 

MACKENZIE PIKE 
(MA, The University of 
Alabama) is a second 
year Ph.D. student in the 
Department of Communication 
Studies at The University of 
Texas at Austin, focusing on 
interpersonal communication. 
An avid tennis player, 
Mackenzie’s research 
examines language effects, 
deception, and communication 
in sport and gender.
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