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Greetings alumni and friends, 

As leaders of the units that comprise Black Studies at The University of 
Texas at Austin, we are proud to inform you about the scholarship, research, 
creative expression, and activism produced by our students and faculty. Our 
program boasts an interdisciplinary faculty whose research cuts across a 
range of intellectual fields and geographical areas, with particular strengths 
in black political thought, performance and the arts, the Black Diaspora, and 
intersectional critical theory (gender, race, and queer theories).
 
Black Studies at UT continues its charge to become the most influential 
institution of black thought in the United States. To that end, we hosted the 
university’s first international black studies conference last fall, drawing more 
than 1,000 attendees and 60 scholars from around the globe, with keynotes 
by world-renowned scholar Dr. Angela Davis, poet Saul Williams, and activist 
Lezley McSpadden. By providing our students access to an exceptional 
education and the tools of discovery, we equip them to lead and to set bold 
goals with the ultimate objective of changing the world for the better. 

We hope you enjoy this update on the accomplishments of our award-winning 
faculty, learning about the rich cultural and arts programs taking place this 
year, and receiving an update on the policy research that affects us all. 

Sincerely 

  

ON THE LEFT
Black Studies leaders from left to 
right: Dr. Kevin Cokley, Dr. Cherise 
Smith, Dr. Edmund T. Gordon, Dr. 
Omi Osun Joni L. Jones, President 
Gregory Fenves, poet Saul Williams, 
and Dr. Minkah Makalani

ON THE COVER
Works from the exhibition by 
Angelbert Metoyer, Wrestling History: 
Points Along a Journey of Dis/covery 
Hidden in the Temple. Photography by 
Hakeem Adewumi.

Artist Eto Otitigbe delivering 
remarks during the opening 
reception for his exhibition, Patience 
on a Monument. Photography by 
Hakeem Adewumi.

Kevin Cokley, Ph.D.
Director, Institute for Urban Policy 
Research & Analysis 

Edmund T. Gordon 
Chair, African and African 
Diaspora Studies Department 

Cherise Smith
Director, John L. Warfield Center 
for African and African American 
Studies
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The Black Studies Department at The University of Texas at Austin is like no other in the 
country. With a history rooted in activism, the cultural institution draws its strength from 
three distinct, yet aligned campus units: 

 african and african diaspora studies department

 john l. warfield center for african and african  
 american studies

 institute for urban policy research and analysis

With its cutting-edge research opportunities, groundbreaking scholarship, and robust 
arts and cultural activities, Black Studies at UT continues to be a premier destination for 
students, faculty, visiting scholars, and the community at large. 

This preeminent Black Studies collective is a prime example of the university’s distinction 
and audacity, which arise from the spirit of Texas and the university’s unique blend of 
excellence, scale, and ambition. 

black studies 
where scholarship meets activism 
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faculty accomplishments 
With more than 50 primary, jointly appointed, and affiliated faculty members, AADS boasts the largest faculty of any 
Black Studies program in the country. Their teaching and scholarship — local, national, and international in its scope 
and impact — is invested in the investigation and enhancement of the lives of Black people. 

africa and african diaspora 
studies department 
The African and African Diaspora Studies Department (AADS), the first Black Studies Program to grant Ph.D. 

degrees in Texas and the southwest, is committed to interdisciplinary scholarship and creative production 

that explores questions of social justice for Black people around the globe. Through its scholarship, cultural 

creativity, and pedagogical practices steeped in critical theory and invested in intersectional, comparative, and 

transnational approaches, AADS is committed to bridging the perceived gap between scholarly endeavors, 

artistic work, and political engagement.

Omoniyi Afolabi
Associate Professor of AADS
Omoniyi Afolabi published his most recent book, Ilê Aiyê in Brazil and the Reinvention of Africa, 
with Palgrave MacMillan in 2016. The culmination of Dr. Afolabi’s seven years of ethnographic 
fieldwork studying the Afro-Carnival organization Ilê Aiyê, the book seeks to arrive at a 
conceptual and practical understanding of the group’s missions, accomplishments, and struggle for 
social justice for Black Brazilians through its performative fusion of the sacred, the profane, the 
musical, and the political.

Lisa B. Thompson
Associate Professor of AADS
Lisa B. Thompson, a distinguished playwright, celebrated the opening of Underground, her new stage 
play, in the spring. Underground explores the ideological dichotomy between Kyle and Mason, a pair of 
old college buddies who have gone from radicals in their youth to successful professionals approaching 
middle age. Dr. Thompson received the David Mark Cohen New Play Award for Underground at the 
Austin Critics Table Award Ceremony in June. 

Shirley Thompson
Associate Professor
Shirley Thompson, who researches and teaches courses on 19th-century U.S. cultural history for 
the Departments of AADS and American Studies, has been selected by the Texas Exes alumni 
association as one of UT Austin’s Top Ten Professors of 2017! From more than 75 nominated 
educators, past and present, across the disciplines, the list was pared down to this year’s 10 most 
deserving professors.  
 
Visit our website for more information on our award-winning faculty: liberalarts.utexas.edu/aads
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the student experience
Coursework in AADS engages critical Black Studies texts, in addition 
to key works in related fields, to answer questions about the function 
of race in the constitution of modernity, the institutions of capitalism, 
empire, and democracy, and the lived experiences and expressions of 
people throughout the African Diaspora. This course of study provides 
graduate students with the broad foundational knowledge necessary to 
conduct scholarly research and pursue academic careers, and prepares 
undergraduate majors for engaged citizenship, graduate and professional 
programs, and careers in a variety of fields. 

did you know?
 〉 30 classes offered this 

semester

 〉 Over 600 undergraduate 
students enrolled

 〉 27 graduate students enrolled

 〉 16 UT students participated 
in AADS’ inaugural study 
abroad program in Ghana, 
West Africa, in May and June. 
Through the program, led by 
AADS Professor Omi Jones, 
students engaged with local 
agencies, non-governmental 
organizations, and indigenous 
projects to explore how these 
institutions and initiatives 
respond to Ghana’s social and 
environmental needs.

Study Abroad program participants in 
Bluefields, Nicaragua, summer 2017. 

Drea Brown 
Drea Brown successfully defended her dissertation in 
April and became AADS’ first Ph.D. graduate in May, 
receiving her doctoral hood at UT’s Black Graduation 
ceremony from her dissertation committee co-chair, 
Dr. Lisa Thompson, Associate Professor of AADS.

Chinwe Oriji
Oriji, a Ph.D. candidate in AADS, received the Carter 
G. Woodson Institute for African-American and 
African Studies’ prestigious Predoctoral Fellowship, a 
two-year residential research award at the University 
of Virginia. During the fellowship period, Ms. Oriji 
will work toward completing her dissertation, 
tentatively titled “Race in Africa, Africa as Diaspora: 
The Racialization of Postcolonial Nigerians in the U.S.”

4

UT students during New Black  
Student Weekend. 



christian-green gallery and idea lab
WCAAAS is the proud home of the Christian-Green Gallery and IDEA LAB 
(formally known as ISESE Gallery), two galleries that support, promote, and 
sustain the arts as an expression of creativity and social justice. Thought-provoking 
exhibitions pave the way for a variety of programs including artist residencies, 
guest lecturers, and unique platforms to engage the community. As the only two 
on-campus institutions dedicated to showcasing the art, culture, and history of 
Africa and the African Diaspora, the Warfield Galleries are a premier destination 
for anyone who seeks to connect with narratives that affect us all. 

john l. warfield center for african 
and african american studies 
The John L. Warfield Center for African and African American Studies 
(WCAAAS) is the arts, culture, and programming division of Black 
Studies. Since its inception at UT Austin in 1969, WCAAAS has been a 
focal point for campus and community life. The Center’s scholarship and 
cultural production draws on the expertise of its faculty affiliates in a wide 
variety of fields and disciplines, including art, education, history, literary 
studies, political science, social work, and communications, among 
others. By sponsoring creative work by and about people of African 
descent around the world, the Center seeks to foster social justice for 
communities of color here in the United States and beyond.

Sept. 6 - Dec. 15
Collection Focus: Michael Ray Charles, curated by Cherise Smith, Ph.D.

Aug. 30- Dec. 9
History, Labor, Life: The Prints of Jacob Lawrence, organized by SCAD Museum, 
curated by Storm Janse van Rensburg
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Nov. 20 at 3 p.m. 
Diaspora Talk with Dr. Tanisha Ford, Associate Professor of Black American Studies 
and History at The University of Delaware, on her book Liberated Threads: Black 
Women, Style, and the Global Politics of Soul, located in the Gordon-White Building 

Dec. 5 at 5:30 p.m. 
Austin’s Black Westside: A Look at The Clarksville, Kincheonville, and Wheatsville 
Communities, a discussion led by Latoya Devezin, African American Community 
Archivist, Austin History Center, located in the Gordon-White Building

Dec. 7 at 9:30 a.m.
Center In Action: Zumbi, KAZI Community Radio Program featuring Ms. 
Stephanie Lang with the Warfield Center (88.7)

upcoming events 

upcoming events 



The Institute for Urban Policy Research and Analysis seeks to identify, analyze, and propose policy solutions for 
increased social justice on issues disproportionately affecting people of African descent and other populations of color. 
Our ultimate goal is to advocate for the equality of access, opportunity, and choice for these specified populations. 

institute for urban policy 
research and analysis

The Texas Legislative Black Caucus was integral in the creation of IUPRA 
in 2011 and remains a close working partner with the Institute, especially 
during a Legislative Session, and the 2017 Session was no different. 
IUPRA assisted in planning panels for the Caucus’ 2017 African American 
Legislative Summit in February, and was called on by the Caucus multiple 
times for testimony and research concerning proposed bills. IUPRA 
testimonies included information on deaths in Texas jails, an officer-
involved shooting data portal, and disciplinary actions in primary and 
secondary public schools. IUPRA will continue to work more closely with 
the Caucus each legislative session.

IUPRA staff are currently involved in Bridging Barriers, a research initiative 
created by the UT Office of the Vice President for Research. The primary 
goal is to integrate researchers and faculty from all across UT’s colleges and 
departments to collaborate on larger research projects. Drs. Shetal Vohra-
Gupta and Naomi Reed submitted a proposal focusing on policy research 
and were subsequently added to the “Equity Through Social Change” core 
theme. Concept papers in this theme explore numerous factors contributing 
to and consequences arising from divisiveness, inequality, and insecurity. 

iupra classes
The Invisible 80%: Students, 
Policy, and Action, Taught by Drs. 
Shetal Vohra-Gupta and Naomi Reed

Multicultural Counseling
Taught by Dr. Kevin Cokley

The Promise and Peril of U.S. 
Education 
Taught by Dr. Naomi Reed

2016-17 iupra annual 
report
Read about IUPRA’s research 
impact, legislative accomplishments, 
press and publications, and more at 
bit.ly/2fwUfrP

stay connected and  
come visit!
Black Studies has a newly renovated home in the Gordon-
White Building in the heart of campus that brings together 
faculty and staff from our three programs. We hope you’ll 
stop by and explore. Can’t make it to campus? Connect 
with us and our programs on social media.  
 

gordon-white building
210 W. 24th St. 

/ut.aads  
/wcaaas
/iupra

 

@blackstudiesut
@warfield _ ut
@galleries _ at _ ut
@iupra _ ut

@blackstudiesut
@warfield _ ut
@galleries _ at _ ut
@iupra _ ut



210 W. 24th St., Mailcode E3400 
Austin, TX 78712

When you give to Black Studies, you become an integral part of the story 
by supporting the important work happening every day. 

Make an immediate impact by making a gift online today at  
giving.utexas.edu/labl or contact Shaleiah Fox, Associate Director for 
Development, at Shaleiah.fox@austin.utexas.edu or 512-471-4099 
to learn more. 

support black studies
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