
3268 

DOCUMENTS AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRADUATE ASSEMBLY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

March 31, 2021 
Agenda  

The fourth meeting of the Graduate Assembly for the 2020-2021 academic year will 
be held on Wednesday, March 31 at 1:30 PM over Zoom https://utexas.zoom.us/
j/92789879934?from=addon 

Order of Business 

I. Approval of the minutes of the February 17, 2021 meeting

II. Report of the Dean of the Graduate School, Mark J T Smith

A. Introduction of President Jay C. Hartzell.

III. Report of Chair (Elizabeth Gershoff)

A. Update to grievance procedures for GRA, TA and AI.

IV. Academic Committee (Christopher Jolly)

A. No report

V. Administrative Committee (Tanya Clement)

A. Proposal, multi-author works incorporated into
reports/theses/dissertations, the other authors should “sign off”.

VI. Admissions and Enrollment Committee (Allan Cole)

A. Proposal to waive the GRE requirement for all applicants to the Pharmacy 
program.

VII. Graduate Student Assembly (Gregorio Ponti)

A. Update on GSA transitions.

VIII. Adjournment 
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Administrative Committee Statement 
March 31, 2021 

 
The Graduate School asked the Administrative Committee to consider the question of whether the 
Graduate School should require graduate students to obtain the permission of co-authors when they 
include multi-authored works in their Master’s Report, Master’s thesis, doctoral dissertation or doctoral 
treatise. The Graduate School policy related to “The Dissertation” establishes requirements associated 
with multi-author dissertations; however, the committee was asked to consider this topic more broadly, as 
it might also apply to Master’s Reports, Master’s theses and doctoral treatises. Having completed this 
review, we present this report and our unanimous recommendation for further consideration by the 
Graduate Assembly. 
 
Current Policy:  Graduate School policy, The Dissertation, states, “In the case of multi-authored papers, 
a statement must be included explaining the contribution of the dissertator to each paper. The contribution 
statement might include, for example, information about the dissertator's contribution to designing 
research, performing research, contributing new reagents or analytic tools, analyzing data, writing the 
dissertation or other area-specific classification of research activities.”   
 
Committee Review:  This topic was discussed at Administrative Committee meetings on 
September 16, 2020; January 27, 2021; and March 3, 2021.  During these discussions, the committee 
acknowledged that the use of multi-authored works in reports/theses/dissertations/treatises is growing; 
and they expressed concern that failure to obtain co-author approval could lead to disagreements and 
potentially law suits between the student and the other co-authors.   
 
Committee Recommendation: The committee concluded and puts forward our unanimous 
recommendation that, in order to uphold the principle of transparency, current policy should be updated to 
require the authors of reports/theses/dissertations/treatises that include multi-authored content to obtain 
the permission of all co-authors. A student’s supervising committee will be responsible for identifying 
and ensuring that written permission from all co-authors has been obtained when certifying approval of 
the document to the Graduate School. In situations where co-authors can’t be contacted, the student’s 
supervising committee will determine the point at which an appropriate level of effort has been made to 
obtain outstanding co-author signatures; and at that time a request for exception may be submitted to the 
Graduate Dean for consideration. 
 
Motion: On March 3, 2021, the Administrative Committee voted unanimously to recommend the 
above-stated updates to Graduate School policy; and we hereby submit our recommendation for 
further consideration by the Graduate Assembly.  Our recommendations for updating related 
Graduate Catalog text are included on the next page
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The Dissertation 

The student must register for at least six hours of dissertation courses in order to graduate. A dissertation 
is required of every candidate. 

The format of the dissertation today ranges from the traditional "book" authored by a single student to a 
series of unrelated papers and/or journal articles with multiple authorship. Graduate School policy 
recognizes that approaches to the dissertation vary across disciplines, and specifies only that the format 
chosen for students of a doctoral program be consistent with practices of similar programs in AAU 
institutions.  

Dissertations containing one or more papers or articles must include brief introductions and conclusions 
that put the work in context and an acknowledgement of any previous publication of each paper in 
another dissertation or other venue. In the case of multi-authored papers, dissertators are allowed to 
include any portion of multi-authored works in their dissertations only after receiving the approval of all 
other co-authors. In addition, a statement must be included explaining the contribution of the dissertator 
to each paper. The contribution statement might include, for example, information about the dissertator's 
contribution to designing research, performing research, contributing new reagents or analytic tools, 
analyzing data, writing the dissertation or other area-specific classification of research activities. When 
papers or articles that have been previously published are included, the dissertation must include 
permission(s) of the copyright holder(s) for reproduction in the dissertation. The supervisor and 
dissertation committee should review the stated contributions and be satisfied that the dissertator's 
collective contribution to the multiple-authored papers or articles is sufficient to represent a dissertation.  

The dissertation is normally written in English. Requests for permission to write in another language 
pertinent to the research are granted when there are circumstances warranting an exception. An 
insufficient command of English is not justification for an exception. The formal petition from the 
graduate adviser should include assurance that faculty members competent both in the language and in the 
field are available and willing to serve on the Dissertation Committee. The request must be approved by 
the graduate dean when the student is admitted to candidacy. The abstract and a substantial summary and 
conclusions section in English must be submitted with the dissertation. 

The dissertation must be approved by the Dissertation Committee. 
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Proposal to waive the GRE requirement 
for the Pharmacy program 

SUMMARY 

The Graduate Studies Committee for the graduate program in Pharmaceutical Sciences is requesting to 
permanently waive the GRE requirement for admission to the Master of Science in Pharmaceutical 
Sciences (MSPS) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree programs.  

Their proposal addresses concerns with competition (12 competitor programs waive the GRE for all 
applicants, six waive for certain disciplines, and three are currently considering waivers). They fear that 
that the number of applications to their program will decrease in coming years due to students applying 
only to programs that no longer require GRE scores.  

The graduate faculty is also concerned with the burden on financially disadvantaged students, 
particularly underrepresented minorities and female applicants. Within Colleges of Pharmacy, 
graduation rates of Black and Hispanic students have remained low, suggesting that continued and 
sustained efforts are needed to recruit, support, and graduate URM students. The faculty believe that 
waiving the GRE removes one barrier to admission that will allow them to more aggressively recruit 
URM students. 

Additionally, the graduate faculty feel that the GRE fails to predict performance, including first year GPA. 
For students admitted to the College of Pharmacy in 2020, while applicants with higher entering GPAs 
were more likely to be accepted, the GRE scores did not correlate with admission decisions. In addition, 
first year GPAs of the 2019 entering class were not correlated to their GRE scores. While there are no 
published studies on the assessment of GRE testing in graduate programs at Colleges of Pharmacy, there 
is evidence from similar disciplines, such as nursing and biomedical science, that question its usefulness. 

The graduate faculty used internal discussions regarding the GRE requirement as an opportunity to 
revise their current admissions process. The new process includes a uniform set of quantitative review 
criteria within each track. The admissions committee for each track evaluate every complete application 
and uniformly apply rubrics of holistic measures to assess which applicants will be interviewed and be 
considered for admission. The process is designed to minimize bias and evaluate candidates on a holistic 
and uniform basis. 

The graduate faculty intend to implement strategies to track their success in broadening and 
strengthening the applicant pool through the waiving of the GRE requirement. The success of the 
division-based applicant review process will be evaluated by tracking the applicant pool over the years. 
They will ensure that the preparedness of applicants, based on quantitative metrics such as GPA and 
number of publications, will remain constant or increase in the next 3-5 years. They intend to review 
student progress each year using the current annual progress review procedures/form; and mark the 
first cohort that was admitted without reviewing the GRE Scores (Fall 2021) to additionally track that 
group and groups to follow, comparing the student progress each year to previous cohorts. 

This proposal has unanimous support of the GSC for Pharmaceutical Sciences (26 for, 0 against, 0 
abstain). 

A complete copy of the proposal is available in the Office of Graduate Studies. Please contact Shannon 
Neuse, Director, at Shannon.neuse@austin.utexas.edu for more information. 


