Garcia, a UT Austin
zoology graduate and
civil rights pioneer,
founded the American
Gl Forum, advocating for
the health and wellbeing
of U.S. veterans of
Mexican-American
descent. He was an
accomplished surgeon
and among the first
Latino graduates of
any University of Texas
medical school, receivin
multiple awards and
honors including the
Presidential Medal of
“Freedom, the nation’s
highest award for a
civilian.
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